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10th Y
ear

N
epal's 'm

iracle' takes them
 into

W
orld Cup Q

ualifiers

Know
ledge Initiative: Prof M

attoo, A
ltaf 

Bukhari chair W
orking Group m

eet
P

/
8

P
/6

P
/

3

PD
P pitches for resum

ption of Indo-Pak 
D

ialogue, term
s people of JK basic 

5 accused behind terrorist’s escape from
 SM

HS hospital in NIA custody

Union M
inister R

D
D

 N
arendra Singh Tom

ar 
review

s R
D

D
, PM

GSY w
orks in JK

Assures full financial, technological support to State Govt to execute various Centrally Sponsored Schem
es

JRL calls
for shutdown on 

Saturday
SR

IN
A

G
A

R
, FEB 15: Shifting political inm

ates 
and lifers from

 Srinagar central jail, cancellation 
of FIR against Shupian killers by Indian suprem

e 
court and brutal killing of H

urriyat leader M
uham

-
m

ad Yousuf N
adeem

 are all glaring exam
ple of 

tyran
ny un

leashed against K
ash

m
iris. Th

is w
as 

stated by Joint resistance leaders Syed A
li Shah 

G
eelani, M

irw
aiz D

octor M
uham

m
ad U

m
ar Farooq 

and A
lhaaj M

uham
m

ad Yasin M
alik in a joint press 

release issued today. Leaders and activists from
 

Joint resistance leadership today staged a peaceful 
sit-in and rally against illegal shifting of m

any in-
m

ates including som
e lifers to Jam

m
u jails, Indian 

Suprem
e Court orders to cancel FIR against arm

y 
and brutal killing of H

urriyat activist M
uham

m
ad 

You
su

f N
adeem

 by som
e u

n
know

n gu
n

m
en at 

Beerw
ah. JR

L leaders and activists today gathered 
at JK

LF office A
bi-G

u
zar and m

arched tow
ards 

press enclave w
here they staged a peaceful sit-in. 

w
ith placards in hands and raising slogans against
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PDP pitches for resum
ption of Indo-Pak Dialogue, 

term
s people of JK basic stakeholders

DAY 4:

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:   The K
ash-

m
ir valley rem

ained cut off from
 

rest of the country for the fourth 
consecutive day on Thursday due 
closure of 300-km

-long Srinagar-
Jam

m
u national highw

ay follow
ing 

fresh landslide after snow
 and rain.

D
ozens of far-flung and rem

ote 
villages, including those near the 
Line of Control (LoC) in north K

ash-
m

ir, rem
ained cut off from

 their 
respective district headquarters 
due to accum

ulation of snow
 and 

slippery road conditions.
The national highw

ay, linking 
Ladakh region w

ith K
ashm

ir and 

86-km
-long historic M

ughal road 
also rem

ained closed.
H

undreds of vehicle, including 
those carrying passengers besides 
tw

o bodies, rem
ained stranded at 

different places on the highw
ay. 

K
ashm

ir-bound passengers strand-
ed at Jam

m
u alleged that the local 

authorities have failed to provide 
them

 any relief and they are being 
charged extra by the local traders.

The road at Penthal and A
nokha-

pal w
as cleared yesterday in the 

afternoon but before vehicles could 
be allow

ed to m
ove, there w

ere 
fresh landslides at other places also, 

a traffic p
olice official said on 

Thursday m
orning.

H
e said the Border Roads O

r-
ganisation (BRO

), responsible for 
the m

aintenance of the highw
ay, 

has been w
orking alm

ost round-
the-clock to put through the traf-
fic.The BRO

 has already pressed 
into service sophisticated m

achines 
and m

en to clear the landslides.
The national highw

ay w
as closed 

on M
onday due to snow

, landslides 
and slippery road condition.

”W
e w

ill allow
 traffic only
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SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:    The N
a-

tional Investigation A
gency (N

IA) 
today took the custody of five accused 
arrested by the Jam

m
u and K

ashm
ir 

Police in connection w
ith the escape 

of Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist M
oham

-
m

ed N
aveed Jhatt from

 the SM
H

S 
hospital, an official spokesm

an said 
here.The N

IA spokesm
an said the court 

of C
h

ief Judicial M
agistrate here 

granted a tw
o-day transit rem

and 
of the five accused w

ho had been 
nabbed by the police on February 
8, tw

o days after the escape of 22-year-
old Jhatt alias A

bu H
an

zalla from
 

the busy hospital in the city.
The five accused —

 Shakeel A
hm

ed 
Bhat, Tika K

han, Syed Tajam
ul Islam

, 
M

oh
am

m
ed Sh

afi W
an

i and Jan 
M

oham
m

ed G
anai —

 w
ere arrested 

by the police for allegedly conspir-

ing in the escape of Jhatt. A
ll the five 

accused are residents of Pulw
am

a.
The N

IA
 re-registered the case 

pertaining to the escape from
 cus-

tody of Jhatt from
 the SM

H
S hospi-

tal w
here he w

as brought in for 
treatm

ent on February 6.
The accused w

ill be produced 
before the N

IA
 special court at Jam

-
m

u tom
orrow

 for seeking police
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'Since inception, Party 
w

orking to m
ake peace 

state’s inseparable 
feature'

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15: The 
Peoples’ D

em
ocratic Party 

(PD
P) on Thursday pitched 

for the reconciliation betw
een 

Indo-Pak at an earliest, stat-
ing that the people of the 
state have been bearing the 
brunt of the hostilities for 

decades and they yearn for 
peace and tranquility. Con-
cerned over the escalation 
of tensions betw

een the tw
o 

countries on borders, the PD
P 

said the loss of precious lives 
w

as incorrigible and need 
to be stopped sans any delay.

PD
P G

eneral Secretary, 
Peerzada M

ansoor H
ussain 

w
hile addressing people in 

Central K
ashm

ir’s Beerw
ah 

said the PD
P has been de-

m
anding, since its inception 

that dialogue betw
een the 

tw
o countries is inevitable 

for the peaceful South A
sia 

and that people of the state 
are the basic stakeholders 
in the talks betw

een the tw
o 

countries. “The people in JK
 

are the w
orst sufferers of the 

bloodshed and m
ayhem

 and 
are the basic stakeholders 
w

ithout w
hom

 no dialogue 
can reach to the logical con-
clusion. Both the countries 
need to take the people in 
confidence ahead of treading 
ahead,” PD

P general secretary 

said.Peerzada M
ansoor said 

the PD
P founder and form

er 
Jam

m
u and K

ashm
ir chief 

m
inister M

ufti M
oham

m
ad 

Sayeed never believed in the 
politics of deceit and alw

ays 
pursued the agenda of peo-
ples’ w

ell being w
ith earnest 

efforts and selfless courage. 
“M

ufti sahib never did the 
p

olitics of an
im

osity and 
never lured the people once 
in the nam

e of Q
uit K

ashm
ir
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Citizens of J&K jointly urge India and 
Pakistan for cession of hostilities on the LoC

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:   In a joint calling 
attention petition, over 130 em

inent citi-
zens of the divided State of Jam

m
u and 

K
ash

m
ir u

rged Indian Prim
e M

in
ister 

N
arendra M

odi and Pakistan’s Prim
e M

in-
ister Sh

ah
id K

h
aqan A

bbasi to resu
m

e 
ceasefire along the Line of Control and 
begin the process of dialogue to resolve 
the K

ash
m

ir issue by includin
g all the 

people of Jam
m

u and K
ashm

ir. This initia-
tive w

as led by tw
o em

inent civil society 
activists across the LoC; A

nuradha Bhasin, 
Executive Editor, daily K

ash
m

ir Tim
es, 

Jam
m

u and Ershad M
ahm

ud, Executive 
D

irector, Center for Peace, D
evelopm

ent 
and Reform

s.

The petition has already gained m
o-

m
entum

 and people are com
ing together 

in a significant num
ber to take ow

nership 
of this initiative. It so far has got signatures 
from

 various senior political leaders, po-
ets, authors, journalists, civil society activ-
ists, form

er civil servants, ex-diplom
ats 

and arm
y person

nel, as w
ell as people 

from
 the academ

ia.
The petition pronounces that if current 

tension at the borders is allow
ed to prolong, 

it w
ill jeopardize the stability of the region 

and m
ight escalate into an all-out w

ar. 
Besides, the skirm

ishes at the LoC augm
ent 

the sufferings of the people residing
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R
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Govt reiterates ban on 
cigarette sm

oking in
its offices 

JA
M

M
U

, FEB 15: Jam
m

u and K
ashm

ir governm
ent 

on Thursday ordered all concerned to ensure strict 
im

plem
entation of the ban im

posed on sm
oking in 

all governm
ent offices. A

s per a circular issued here, 
the governm

ent directed the concerned authorities 
to initiate appropriate “penal action” against the de-
faulters under rules.

“In order to strictly enforce the provisions of the 
Cigarettes and other Tobacco Products (Prohibition 
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Police hold 
public meetings 

at Kargil and 
Srinagar

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:  O
n 

the direction of SSP K
argil 

T.G
yalpo and under the su-

pervision of A
dditional SP 

K
argil A

run G
upta, a PCPG

 
(Police Com

m
unity Partner-

ship G
roup) m

eeting w
as held 

at Police Station K
argil by 

SH
O

 Kargil Inspector G
hulam

 
A

li in presence of SI Feroze 
A

hm
ed Incharge Police Post 

Shilikchey Bazar K
argil.

The m
eetin

g w
as par-

ticipated by the office bear-
ers of M

erchant A
ssociation, 

Taxi O
perators U

nion, Bus 
O

perators U
nion, O

m
ni Van 

U
nion, M

ini Bus O
perators 

U
nion, 407 M

ini Truck O
p-

erators U
nion and 207 Load 

Carrier U
nion.

D
uring the m

eeting, the 
O

ffice Bearers of these A
s-

sociation
s put forth their 

grievances to w
hich the O

f-
ficers gave a patient hearing
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SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:   U
nion M

inister for Rural 
D

evelopm
ent, Panchayati R

aj N
arendra Singh 

Tom
ar today urged the state to speed up the 

execution of R
u

ral D
evelopm

ent Schem
es to 

ach
ieve the goal of a developed country. The 

U
n

ion m
in

ister said th
is w

h
ile review

ing the 
im

plem
entation of various schem

es under Rural 
D

evelopm
ent in J&

K
 State w

h
ile M

in
ister for 

Rural D
evelopm

ent, A
bdul H

aq khan, Com
m

is-
sioner Secretary R

&
B Sanjeev Verm

a, 
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Skyrocketing 
airfares choking 

Tourism in 
Kashmir

 
�

Bilal Bashir Bhat

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15: N
ot-

w
ith

standing the tourism
 

prom
otion drives by the 

Jam
m

u and K
ashm

ir govern-
m

ent in different states of 
India, the u

nprecedented 
airfares are hitting the tour-
ism

 industry in Valley. Em
p-

ty Shikaras in D
al lake and 

a n
ear-deserted view

 in 
w

orld-fam
ou

s Ski resort 
G

u
lm

arg is reflectin
g the 

ground reality on how
 airfare 

to and from
 Srin

agar h
as 

becom
e u

n
affordable for 

tourists. 
To boost the tou

rism
 

w
here w

e see m
any signifi-

cant decisions by the Jam
m

u 
and Kashm

ir Tourism
 depart-

m
ent like con

ductin
g of 

w
inter festival at sum

m
er 

destination Pahalgam
, the 

state seem
s unaw

are of the 
fact that the air ticket prizes 
are becom

ing a m
ajor cause 

for the tou
rists to choose 

another place for outing. 
The Jam

m
u and K

ashm
ir 

Tourism
 departm

ent w
hich 

is conducting several road 
sh

ow
s, sym

p
osiu

m
s an

d 
sem

inars in different states 
of India aim

ed to boost the
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SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15: “If there is ever 
a heaven on earth, its here, its here, its 
here in K

ashm
ir,” these are the w

orld 
of M

ughal em
peror Jahangir during 

h
is stay here in a houseboat on the 

m
esm

erizing D
al Lake in seventeenth 

century. 
K

ashm
ir is renow

ned globally as 
heaven on earth

, how
ever, over the 

last three decades continuous blood-
shed, violence and devastation of en-
vironm

ent have caused a great havoc 
and m

ade life in K
ashm

ir m
iserable. 

Funerals of conflict have becom
e dai-

ly occu
rrence and m

others, sisters 
crying over the dead bodies daily scenes. 

The urge on the ground is that steps 
should be taken to return K

ashm
ir back 

to norm
alcy.

A
m

anullah A
hm

ad, an aged person 
states – “W

e as a society have destroyed 
our old good tim

es and w
orsened even 

the political situation by m
aking our-

selves a football betw
een the global 

pow
ers. A

s a result daily killings, blood-
shed have becom

e our fate . Even w
hat 

w
e as a society have done to environ-

m
ent by our acts prove that w

e are 
becom

ing uncivilized. The conditions 
of our forests, w

ater bodies, gardens, 
m

ountains and nearby surrounding 
aptly prove the above veracity. If you 

continually pollute your house and let 
it becom

e dirty and allow
 roaches and 

bacteria to live in it, then how
 can you 

live in that house? You w
ill just be sick. 

The sam
e goes for the environm

ent. It 
is therefore logical for us to take care 
of the environm

ent. W
e need to revive 

the good old tim
es of sense of secu-

rity and care for our surroundings.”
Even the em

inent personalities are 
not satisfied w

ith the direction w
e are 

taking as the society.
R

iyaz Choudary, social activist gets 
nostalgic about past glorious tim

es of 
K

ashm
ir as he spent prim

e of his
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Dog sterilization program
 to resum

e in 
Srinagar City: SM

C Com
m

issioner
Directs for closure of open garbage points in city

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB
 15: Com

m
issioner of 

Srinagar M
unicipal Corporation (SM

C), R
i-

yaz A
hm

ad W
ani along w

ith the senior of-
ficers of the corporationsThursday review

ed 
the progress of various functions in his of-
ficer cham

bers here at Central O
ffice K

aran 
N

agar.
B

esides takin
g certain decision

s and 
passing on various directions on beautifica-
tion of city, clearance of footpaths, intensi-
fying anti-encroachm

ents drives in the city; 
the m

ajor thrust w
as tackling of dog m

en-
ace in the City.

Various directions w
ith regard to tack-

ling of dog m
enace w

ere passed on during
TU

R
N

 O
N

 PA
G

E | 6
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Rains lash Valley, 
hail storm wreaks havoc 

in South Kashmir

Counter-terrorism 
grid being strengthened 

in J&K: DGP Prabhat
SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir DGP Nalin Prabhat on Friday 

said the police force is strengthening its counter-terrorism grid 
and operational capabilities to fight terror in the Union Territory.

Addressing a passing out parade at the Police Training 
School (PTS) Manigam in central Kashmir's Ganderbal district, 

he said, "We are strengthening the counter-terrorism grid and 
operational capabilities."

The director general of police (DGP) expressed his gratitude 
to the Central government for its continued support to the force.

"J&K Police is thankful for the continued support of the 
Government of India and the Union Home Ministry in our 
efforts," he added.

Prabhat said the Jammu and Kashmir Police is duty bound 
for welfare of its personnel and their families.

The DGP congratulated the passouts on becoming a part 
of one of the best police forces in the country.

A total of 438 recruits, including 86 women, completed 
their rigorous training at the PTS Manigam. Among them, 211 
constables have previously served as Special Police Officers (SPOs).

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha 
attended the passing out parade as the chief guest.

J-K StartUp 'O-Health' collaborates with 
US-based Massachusetts Institute of Technology

‘Happy to be back’, says Bollywood 
actor Emraan Hashmi in Srinagar

Hails cinema revival in Kashmir at ‘Ground Zero’ premiere, 
urges more filmmakers to work in valley

Congress Team Meets Omar Abdullah 

In Jammu, Discusses Political Situation

LG Manoj Sinha  flags use of crypto currency in narco dealings

SRINAGAR: Rains lashed different parts of 
Valley on Friday, while the hailstorm wreaked 
havoc in South Kashmir.

Amidst two -day yellow and orange alert issued 
by the MeT Department the parts of Kashmir 
including Srinagar, the summer capital of Jammu 
and Kashmir were lashed by the rainfall from late 
afternoon.

Reports of hailstorms in South Kashmir areas 
in Shopian district were also received, causing 
extensive losses to the orchardists and fruit growers.

According to the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), the next three days upto April 
21 would likely witness more rains and snow 
across Jammu and Kashmir as the weatherman 
has stated that an active Western Disturbance 
would likely affect the region, bringing widespread 
light to moderate rain in plains and snow in the 
higher reaches.

The MeT has issued a warning of heavy rain, 
snowfall, thunderstorms, and strong winds across 
Jammu and Kashmir from April 18 to April 20, 

with peak intensity expected between the night 
of April 18 and late night of April 19.

The Pir Panjal range in Jammu and upper regions 
of Kashmir—especially Anantnag-Pahalgam, Kulgam, 
Sinthan Pass, Shopian, Pir Ki Gali, Sonamarg-Zojila, 
Bandipora-Razdan Pass, Gulmarg, and Kupwara-
Sadhna Pass—are expected to receive heavy 
precipitation, reads the advisory.

The advisory warns of strong winds reaching 
40–50 kmph, gusting up to 60–70 kmph, along with 
the possibility of hailstorms and lightning. The 
adverse weather may cause significant disruption 
to surface transport, particularly on the Jammu-
Srinagar and Srinagar-Leh National Highways and 
other major roads in hilly areas.

The MeT has also cautioned about risks of 
landslides, mudslides, shooting stones, and a rise 
in water levels in rivers and streams. Waterlogging 
in low-lying areas is also expected. 

Farmers have been advised to suspend all 
agricultural operations from April 18 until the 
afternoon of April 21—(KNO)

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Friday said cryptocurrency is being used in 
narco dealings as the dark web is emerging 
as the new marketplace for drug trade.

Speaking at the passing out parade at 
Police Training School, Manigam, in central 
Kashmir's Ganderbal district, Sinha said 
technology is changing at a very rapid pace 
and the use of new technology outside 
the training schools, and upgradation of 
skills to tackle the challenges put up by 
enemies are the need of the hour.

"The threat of drug smuggling has not 
remained conventional now. Smugglers 
and narco-terrorists are changing their 
ways of communication every day. Dark 
web is emerging as the new marketplace 
for drug trade, and cryptocurrency is being 
used in place of conventional transactions," 
Sinha said.

The LG said the misuse of new 
technologies has expanded organised 
crime and increased the number of 
cybercrime incidents as well.

"In such a situation, you have to 
implement a policy of continuous 
innovation to remain a step ahead of 
the criminals. I hope the J-K Police force 
is dedicated and ready to tackle all these 

challenges," he said, assuring that the J-K 
administration and the central government 
stand with the security forces with full 
might.

Appreciating the security forces for 
curbing terror incidents in Kashmir to a 
large extent, Sinha said attempts were 
being made to revive terrorism in the 
Jammu region.

"In the last few years, J-K Police, Army 
and other security forces have succeeded 
to a large extent in controlling terrorism 

in the Kashmir valley. Attempts are being 
made to revive terrorism in the Jammu 
region, which was peaceful in comparison. 
I have faith in J-K Police. It is the collective 
resolve of J-K Police and other security 
forces to make both Jammu and Kashmir 
regions terror-free," he said.

The LG said he was sure the way the 
security forces succeeded in putting brakes 
on terror incidents in the Kashmir valley, 
"you will repeat that resolve in Jammu".

"All the agencies have to come together 

as a strong team to take a resolve to uproot 
the neighbouring country's conspiracy," 
he added.

He asserted that the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police has to be made a future-
ready police force which is equipped 
technologically, and capable of tackling 
emerging challenges of terrorism and 
crime.

"J-K Police is very different from 
other forces in the country because it 
has a huge responsibility. On one hand, 
our brave soldiers face terrorism, and on 
the other, they have the responsibility 
to maintain law and order and help in 
creating a conducive atmosphere for 
development in J-K," he said.

In the last few years, Sinha said, the 
performance of Jammu and Kashmir 
Police in real-time intelligence sharing 
and swift response has been appreciable.

"I hope the combination of special 
strategy, advanced technology, and specific 
intelligence will put the last nail in the 
coffin of terrorism and its whole support 
system. 

In future, the success of the anti-terror 
operations and (maintenance of) law and 
order missions will depend on the effective 
use of the technology," he added.

JAMMU: A high-level Congress team led by 
national general secretary Syed Naseer Hussain 
on Friday called on Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah here and discussed 
the current political landscape in the Union 

Territory.
Flanked by AICC general secretary G A 

Mir and Jammu and Kashmir Congress chief 
Tariq Hameed Karra, the Rajya Sabha MP met 
Abdullah at his residence, the party leaders said.

They were engaged in a productive meeting 
with the chief minister, they said.

"The discussion focused on the INDIA 
alliance and the current political landscape in 
Jammu and Kashmir, highlighting collaborative 
efforts and the importance of addressing 
contemporary challenges in the region," a 
senior leader said.The Congress is a coalition 
partner in the Omar Abdullah's government.

JAMMU: A Jammu-based digital 
healthcare StartUp, O-Health, has entered 
into a research collaboration with the 
US-based Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT).

Founded by Arunoday Singh, 
O-Health is one of the country's earliest 
health StartUps of its kind which is at 
the forefront of leveraging artificial 
intelligence (AI) and digital platforms 
to deliver healthcare in under-served 
and remote areas.

The StartUp has already reached 
over 30,000 patients through its tele-
health services across the remote areas 
of Kathua, Hiranagar, Billawar, Doda 
and Ramnagar regions, bridging critical 

healthcare gaps in difficult terrains, 
according to its founder.

The founder of this StartUp, Singh is 

a "son of soil" who holds a Bachelor of 
Technology degree in engineering, an 
MBA and also a postgraduate degree in 

health economics from the prestigious 
London School of Economics (LSE).

He served as a manager in the German 
Deutsche Bank before resigning from 
that job and bringing together a group 
of like-minded youngsters to raise the 
StartUp venture.

The new research partnership with 
MIT’s Computer Science and AI Lab (CSAIL) 
will focus on co-developing cutting-edge 
AI tools for predictive diagnostics, remote 
patient monitoring and personalized 
healthcare delivery—designed especially 
for rural populations with limited access 
to doctors and hospitals.

"This collaboration marks a defining 
chapter not just for O-Health, but for 

the entire region of Jammu & Kashmir,” 
said Singh.

It’s proof that world-class innovation 
can grow from the grassroots—and serve 
them, too, he added.

The agreement includes joint 
research projects and team engagement 
programs between 

O-Health and MIT, with O-Health's 
initial implementation planned in high-
altitude and remote regions of North 
India.

MIT is a premier research university in 
Massachusetts, United States. Established 
in 1861, MIT has played a significant role 
in the development of many areas of 
modern technology and science.

Illegal parking by car dealer 
sparks public outrage in Barbar Shah

KNO Correspondent

SRINAGAR:  Residents of Barbar shah area here 
have raised serious concerns over persistent illegal 
parking by a local car dealer, who continues to occupy 
public roads with multiple vehicles, obstructing 
movement and violating traffic norms.

According to locals, the car dealer has 
turned portions of the public road into an 
unofficial extension of his showroom. Despite 
repeated complaints and a formal report 
lodged at the concerned police station on 
April 17, the issue remains unresolved.

On Friday, traffic department officials 
visited the spot to tow the illegally parked 
vehicles. However, the dealer reportedly 
resisted the operation. Shockingly, shortly 
after the officials left, the dealer resumed 
parking vehicles at the same location, 
disregarding the warnings and enforcement 
efforts, the locals, as per the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO).

“This is a public road, not private 
property,” said a local resident. “We support 
the administration, but such blatant defiance 
of the law must not go unchecked.”

Locals are urging the traffic department 
and Srinagar Municipal Corporation to take 
strict and sustained action against the violator. 

They have also demanded regular monitoring of 
the area to prevent recurrence of such violations.

Illegal parking has been a growing menace 
in several areas of Srinagar, causing traffic jams 
and posing safety hazards for both pedestrians 
and motorists. Residents hope that this time, the 
authorities will act decisively—(KNO)

SRINAGAR:  Bollywood actor Emraan 
Hashmi on Friday said it was a joy to 
be back in Srinagar as he attended the 
red carpet premiere of his upcoming 
film ‘Ground Zero’, calling the event a 
“symbolic moment” for Kashmir and 
a fresh chapter in the revival of cinema 
culture in the valley.

The premiere, held at Shivpora PVR 
in Srinagar, marked the first red carpet 
movie screening of actor Imran Hashmi 
in the city.

The event, as reported by the news 
agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), 
witnessed the presence of filmmakers, 
actors and dignitaries, who walked the 
red carpet and hailed the significance 
of the occasion.

Earlier in the day, speaking to 
reporters outside City Walk Mall Srinagar, 
Hashmi said he is very happy to be back 
in Srinagar. “We shot for Ground Zero 
here for about 30 days. The weather is 

fabulous—much better than Mumbai,” 
he said.

Reflecting on the importance of the 
screening, he termed it a positive and 
symbolic step for the people of Kashmir. 
"After years, a red carpet premiere like 
this has happened here. I request other 
filmmakers to follow suit and bring their 

movies to Kashmir," he said.
The actor praised the hospitality 

and spirit of the Kashmiri people. “They 
are good, respectable, and hospitable. I 
have always wanted to come here again 
and again,” he said.

“Yeh yaha ki kahani hai, yaha se judi 
hui kahani hai (This is a story of this 

land, a story connected to Kashmir),” 
Hashmi said, referring to the emotional 
connect of Ground Zero with the region.

He shared about the creative 
potential of Kashmiri youth. “The 
valley has incredible talent. They just 
need the right opportunities to enter 
film, television, or other creative fields,” 
he said.

It is worth mentioning, the film, 
set against the backdrop of the 2001 
Parliament attack, follows a BSF officer’s 
pursuit of the mastermind Ghazi Baba, 
culminating in India’s largest anti-terror 
operation.

As per the details, the screening 
was attended by co-producers Arhan 
Bagati, Abhishek Kumar and Nishikant 
Roy; actors Emraan Hashmi and Sai 
Tamhankar; director Tejas Prabha Vijay 
Deoskar; and producers Ritesh Sidhwani 
and Farhan Akhtar—(KNO)
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Trump says 
Ukraine-Russia talks 
‘coming to head’, ‘no 
one is playing’ him in 

push to end war

P
resident Donald Trump on Friday said negotiations 
between Ukraine and Russia are “coming to a head” 
and insisted that neither side is “playing” him in his 
push to end the grinding war.

Trump spoke after Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
warned earlier in the day that the US may “move on” from trying 
to secure a Russia-Ukraine peace deal if there is no progress in the 
coming days, after months of efforts have failed to bring an end to 
the fighting.

“Now, if for some reason, one of the two parties makes it very 
difficult, we’re just going to say you’re foolish. You are fools, you 
horrible people,” Trump said. “And we’re going to just take a pass. 
But hopefully, we won’t have to do that.”

Rubio’s dour assessment about the state of negotiations came 
after landmark talks in Paris among US, Ukrainian and European 
officials produced outlines for steps toward peace and appeared 
to make some long-awaited progress.

Another meeting is expected next week in London, and Rubio 
suggested it could be decisive in determining whether the Trump 
administration continues its involvement.

“We are now reaching a point where we need to decide whether 
this is even possible or not,” Rubio told reporters in Paris. “Because 
if it’s not, then I think we’re just going to move on. It’s not our war. 
We have other priorities to focus on.”

He said the US administration wants to decide “in a matter of 
days.”

The State Department said Rubio issued the same warning in 
a phone call Friday with NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte, telling 
him that “if a clear path to peace does not emerge soon, the United 
States will step back from efforts to broker peace.”

Trump said “Marco is right” that the dynamic of the negotiations 
must change, but stopped short of saying he’s ready to walk away 
from peace negotiations.

“Well, I don’t want to say that,” Trump said. “But we want to 
see it end.”

Rubio’s comments stepped up pressure on both sides to reach 
a peace deal, even as the US and Ukraine made progress on a minerals 
agreement that Trump has sought to recoup billions of dollars in 
military assistance that Washington has sent Kyiv since Russia’s 
full scale invasion in February 2022.

They also indicated the road to a complete truce will be long 
and mired with contention, despite Trump repeatedly claiming on 
the campaign trail that he could end the war within a day. Trump 
said last month that he was “being a little bit sarcastic.”

Coming out of the Paris talks, the Americans are ready to use 

both carrot and stick strategies with Russia and understand the 
need for “a relationship of force that allows them to get commitments 
from both sides,” said a French diplomatic official who took part 
in the talks but was not authorised to comment publicly.

The Americans and Europeans discussed sanctions but “not 
the question of easing sanctions” on Russia. The official said the 
European Union needs to use “all instruments at our disposition,” 
notably to have levers of influence over the Russians to ensure they 
commit to eventual promises.

US Vice President JD Vance struck a more hopeful tone in Rome 

on Friday, ahead of talks with Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni.
“We think we have some interesting things to report on, of 

course in private,” he said. On the negotiations, “I won’t prejudge 
them, but we do feel optimistic that we can hopefully bring this 
war, this very brutal war, to a close.”

He didn’t give more details.
Progress on minerals deal
The US and Ukraine are nearing a long-delayed deal granting 

the US access to Ukraine’s vast mineral resources, which has been 
intertwined with Trump’s peace push.

Trump said Thursday: “We have a minerals deal.’’ Ukraine’s 
economy minister said Friday that the two countries signed a 
memorandum of intent ahead of a possible fuller agreement later.

The deal, which Ukrainian Economy Minister Yuliia Svyrydenko 
said she signed with US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, is expected 
to pave the way for significant investments, infrastructure 
modernisation and long-term cooperation.

The framework of the mineral deal had stalled in February 
following a contentious Oval Office meeting between Trump, Vance 
and Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Negotiations have 
since resumed.

Russia says its ‘open to dialogue’
Despite apparent impatience with the peace efforts, Rubio 

called Thursday’s Paris talks constructive. He didn’t single out 
Russia or Ukraine as blocking peace efforts. He said he informed 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov about the outlines that 
emerged, but wouldn’t say how Lavrov reacted.

When asked about Rubio’s comments on Friday, Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters that “fairly complex” 
negotiations are ongoing between Russia and the US. He did not 
give details, but said no direct talks between Trump and Putin are 
scheduled in the coming days.

“Russia is striving toward resolving this conflict, securing its 
own interests, and is open to dialogue. We are continuing to do 
this,” he said.

R
ubio’s comments stepped up pressure on both sides to 
reach a peace deal, even as the US and Ukraine made 
progress on a minerals agreement that Trump has 
sought to recoup billions of dollars in military assistance 
that Washington has sent Kyiv since Russia’s full scale 

invasion in February 2022.

SCREEN ADDICTION

The Declining Trend Of Reading
MOHD ISHAQ SHAH

‘Reading makes a full 
man; conference a ready 
man; and writing an 
exact man; and, therefore, 
if  a man writes little, he 
had need have a great 
memory; if  he confer little, 
he had need have a present 
wit; and if  he read little, 
he had need have much 
cunning, to seem to know 
that he doth not.’
-FRANCIS BACON in ‘Of studies’

D
uring my 20 years of  teaching 
experience, I have observed that 
the students we teach exhibit 
various behavioral tendencies 
in the early 20s when I started 

teaching and more especially in the 1990s 
when I was a student book reading was con-
sidered a prime concern in schools and the 
students who could read a book were given 
a big hand in class and great appreciation by 
teachers. This trend was in vogue till the end 
of  2010 and started declining with the advent 
of  computer technology. And it vanished 
totally from the scene with the advent of  
smartphones and in today’s schools and col-
leges book reading seems just a nightmare to 
students. They are as afraid of  book reading 
as Bacon in another essay- Of  Death says 
that men fear death, and children fear to go 
in the dark.

Screen addiction has given children many 
problems like blurring of  vision, headaches, 
mental disorders,s and physical fatigue. The 
most dangerous thing is that it has given 
them access to social media apps that result 
in a waste of  time, mental frustration, and 
the development of  immoral tendencies. 
These apps give access to obscene videos 
and photography hence derailing them from 
the main track. The children being inno-
cent and immature and especially teenag-
ers fall prey to such activities. Ultimately, 
screen addiction has snatched from chil-
dren the opportunity to enjoy book reading 
and the subsequent uses of  book reading. 
The importance of  book reading has been 
acknowledged and appreciated by various 
scholars of  global repute and stature for 
instance Earnest Hemingway- 1954 Nobel 
Laureate puts:  books are the most loyalist 
friends in the world as they remain with us 
when every relation stops working. The most 
acknowledged and read philosopher essayist 
Francis Bacon’ says “Some books are to be 
tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few 
to be chewed and digested” is a quote by Sir 

Francis Bacon that means some books are 
only worth a quick read, while others are 
important enough to be read thoroughly.”

“Francis Bacon wrote in his essay Of Stud-
ies that "reading maketh a full man". He also 
said that "conference a ready man; and writing 
an exact man". Bacon believed that if  some-
one reads little, they need to be cunning to 
appear as if  they know what they don't. Bacon 
also believed that writing is both a creative 
and scientific process. He thought that writ-
ing helps people become "exact" or "precise" 
in their actions. He also believed that follow-
ing the rules of  grammar and punctuation is 
important to avoid destroying the meaning 
of  writing.”

According to Bacon: Reading of  good 
books gives a person relating to various 
topics. Through reading, he is able to enter 
and explore areas that are too difficult to be 
explored by a common person. It expands 
the imaginative aspect of  the mind. Seuss 
once wrote, "The more that you read, the 
more things you will know. The more that 
you learn, the more places you'll go." Diving 
into a good book opens up a whole world of  
knowledge starting from a very young age.

Boosts Brainpower”Not only does regu-
lar reading help make you smarter, but it can 
also actually increase your brainpower. Just 
like going for a jog exercises your cardiovas-
cular system, reading regularly improves 
memory function by giving your brain a 
good workout. With age comes a decline in 
memory and brain function, but reading 
may help slow the process, keeping minds 
sharper longer.

Makes You More Empathetic: Getting lost 
in a good read can make it easier for you to 
relate to others. Literary fiction, specifically, 

has the power to help readers understand 
what others are thinking by reading other 
people's emotions.5 The impact is much 
more significant on those who read literary 
fiction as opposed to those who read nonfic-
tion.

Helps You Better Understand the Con-
tent: When it comes to actually remember-
ing what you're reading, you're better off  
going with a printed book than an e-book. 
The feel of  paper pages under your finger-
tips provides your brain with some context, 
which can lead to a deeper understanding 
and better comprehension of  the subject 
you're reading. So to reap the benefits of  
a good read, opt for the kind with physical 
pages.

Reduces Risk of  Alzheimer's: Reading 
puts your brain to work, and that's a very 
good thing. Those who engage their brains 
through activities such as reading, chess, 
or puzzles could be 2.5 times less likely to 
develop Alzheimer's disease than those who 
spend their downtime on less stimulating 
activities.7 Research suggests that exercis-
ing the brain may help because inactivity 
increases the risk of  developing Alzheimer's.

Helps You Relax: There's a reason snug-
gling up with a good book (and maybe a 
glass of  wine) after a long day sounds so 
appealing. Research suggests that reading 
can work as a serious stress-buster, reduc-
ing stress by as much as 68 percent."It really 
doesn't matter what book you read, by losing 
yourself  in a thoroughly engrossing book 
you can escape from the worries and stresses 
of  the everyday world and spend a while 
exploring the domain of  the author's imagi-
nation," Cognitive neuropsychologist David 
Lewis said.

Improves Sleep: Reading a physical book 
before bed helps you relax more than zoning 
out in front of  a screen. Screens like e-read-
ers and tablets can keep you awake longer 
and even impair sleep. That applies to kids 
too: Fifty-four percent of  children sleep near 
a small screen, and clock 20 fewer minutes 
of  shut-eye on average because of  it. Instead 
of  your phone or tablet, reach for a literal 
page-turner before switching off  the light.

Increases Your Life Span: You may be 
surprised to learn that research shows read-
ing printed books can help you live longer. 
People who read books (as opposed to other 
content) showed a 20% reduced risk of  death. 
So while reading is generally beneficial, it 
seems reading books—specifically printed 
books—has an advantage.

Encourages Life-Long Reading: Eighty-
two percent of  parents wish their children 
would read more for fun, and those who 
want to encourage their children to become 
bookworms can start by modeling reading at 
home. Scholastic's biennial survey of  fami-
lies shows that having adults in their lives 
who read inspires children to become fre-
quent readers (reading five to seven days per 
week). While most children say they have 
someone in their life who enjoys reading 
(95 percent), those with a lot of  reading role 
models have a higher chance of  becoming 
frequent readers themselves.What does this 
mean? Storytime offers a good way to spark 
an interest in reading, leading to a life-long 
hobby. Seeing adults read and having adults 
read to them can help children gain a love 
for reading that lasts a lifetime.

The author can be mailed at 
ishaq7007@gmail.com
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Prominent Shia Scholar

 Aga Syed Baqir
Passes Away

Prominent Shia cleric and religious scholar Aga 
Syed Mohammad Baqir Al-Moosavi passed away early 
Friday here after a brief illness, family sources said.

He was 90.
Head of the prominent Aga clan of Budgam, 

Moosavi is survived by two sons, the sources said.
They said Moosavi was not keeping well for the last 

few days. He was rushed to the SMHS Hospital here 
after his health deteriorated. He breathed his last at 
the hospital.

A revered Shia scholar, theologian, and author, 
Moosavi was a close relative of National Conference 
(NC) leaders Aga Syed Mehmood and Aga Syed 
Ruhullah Mehdi, and religious-separatist leader Aga 
Syed Hassan Mosavi Al-Safavi.
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China’s leader concludes visit to Cambodia  
at end of 3-nation Southeast Asia tour

PHNOM PENH (Cambodia), Apr 
18:  Chinese President Xi Jinping on 
Friday completed a two-day state visit 
to Cambodia, capping a three-nation 
tour that included stops in Vietnam 
and Malaysia at a time when all three 
Southeast Asian countries are facing 
economic challenges from US President 
Donald Trump’s tariff proposals.

  China has been strongly increasing 
its influence in the region over the 
past decade, largely by exercising its 
substantial economic leverage. Beijing 
is now presenting itself as a source of 
stability and certainty as Trump’s tariffs 
threaten the region’s export-oriented 
economies whose largest market is 
generally the United States.

Cambodia faces among the highest 
reciprocal tariff rates proposed by 
Washington. In addition to Trump’s 
universal 10% tariff, it faces the threat 
of a 49% tariff on exports to the US once 
his 90-day pause expires. For Vietnam, the 
tariff would be 46%, and for Malaysia, 24%.

“The timing of the visit is 
extraordinarily auspicious for 
China, falling just in the wake of the 
announcement of Trump’s tariffs that 
have caused managed consternation in 
Cambodia and Vietnam … and upset in 
Malaysia,” Astrid Norén-Nilsson, a senior 
lecturer in the Study of Contemporary 

South-East Asia at Sweden’s Lund 
University, commented in an email 
interview on Thursday.

“Xi Jinping can now carry out the tour 
equipped with the moral authority and 
goodwill of a singularly constant friend 
and reliable trading partner.”

A summary of the visit issued Friday 
by Cambodia’s Foreign Affairs Ministry 
barely mentioned the trade crisis, focusing 
instead on bilateral relations.

“This milestone visit not only 
reaffirmed the unwavering commitment 
to the iron-clad friendship between 
Cambodia and China, but also further 
strengthened and deepened the 

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
and win-win cooperation between the 
two countries,” said the statement.

During his stay, Xi was granted a royal 
audience by King Norodom Sihamoni, and 
held meetings with Prime Minister Hun 
Manet and Senate President Hun Sen, who 
is Hun Manet’s father and predecessor 
as prime minister. The visit was Xi’s first 
to Cambodia since 2016.

Xi and Hun Manet also presided over 
the signing of 37 documents covering 
investment, trade, education, finance, 
information, youth work, agriculture, 
health, water resources, tourism, women’s 
affairs and other subjects.

Cambodia’s rapid growth in recent 
decades has been fueled largely by Beijing.

China has been Cambodia’s largest 
trading partner for 13 consecutive years, 
with two-way trade in 2024 reaching 
$17.83 billion, though greatly in China’s 
favor. It has also been Cambodia’s largest 
source of foreign investment for 13 
consecutive years, as well as a major 
aid donor.

Beijing’s strong support allows 
Cambodia to largely disregard Western 
criticisms regarding its government’s 
human rights record and suppression of 
political opposition. Cambodia for its part 
generally supports China’s stance on its 
widely disputed territorial claims in the 
South China Sea and other controversial 
issues.

“The Cambodian side reiterated its 
resolute adherence to the one-China 
policy and that Taiwan is an inalienable 
part of China’s territory,” said the 
Cambodian Foreign Ministry statement. 
“Cambodia also expressed opposition 
to any attempts of interference in the 
internal affairs of China” — a reference 
to Hong Kong and Taiwan.

Referring to social and development 
issues, the statement implicitly made a 
contrast to positions held by the United 
States, saying “both sides acknowledged 
the global threat posed by climate 

change and committed to strengthening 
environmental protection (and) advancing 
clean energy collaboration.”

It mentioned as well China’s help 
in dealing with Cambodia’s problem 
of clearing land mines left over from 
armed conflicts decades ago, and 
cooperation in the health sector. The 
Trump administration’s foreign aid cuts 
have affected those and other sectors.

The statement also declared that 
“both sides agreed to further strengthen 
the cooperation mechanism between 
the armed forces of the two countries.”

Beijing helped fund an expansion 
of the Ream Naval Base on Cambodia’s 
southern coast, raising worries it could 
become a strategic outpost for the Chinese 
navy in the Gulf of Thailand.

The statement did not mention the 
base issue. Cambodia has repeatedly 
denied any agreement granting China 
special privileges or the establishment 
of a foreign military base.

Cambodia has stated that warships 
from all friendly countries are welcome 
to dock at its new pier, provided they 
comply with certain conditions. Japan 
announced on Tuesday that two of its 
minesweepers will visit the Ream base 
this weekend in the first foreign navy 
visit since the expansion project was 
completed.

Trump administration seeks explosive expansion  of nation’s immigration detention system
  JENA (US):  Amid rural Louisiana’s 

crawfish farms, towering pine trees and 
cafes serving po’boys, nearly 7,000 people 
are waiting at immigration detention centers 
to learn whether they will be expelled from 
the United States.

  If President Donald Trump’s 
administration has its way, the capacity 
to hold tens of thousands more migrants 
will soon be added around the country as 
the US seeks an explosive expansion of what 
is already the world’s largest immigration 
detention system.

Trump’s effort to conduct mass 
deportations as promised in the 2024 
campaign represents a potential bonanza 
for private prison companies and a challenge 
to the government agencies responsible 
for the orderly expulsion of immigrants. 
Some critics say the administration’s plans 
also include a deliberate attempt to isolate 
detainees by locking them up and holding 
court proceedings far from their attorneys 
and support systems.

The acting director of the Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement agency, Todd 
Lyons, said at a border security conference in 
Phoenix last week that the agency needs “to 
get better at treating this like a business” and 
suggested the nation’s deportation system 
could function “like Amazon, trying to get 
your product delivered in 24 hours.”

“So trying to figure out how to do that with 
human beings and trying to get them pretty 

much all over the globe is really something 
for us,” Lyons said.

ICE takes steps to add more immigration 
beds

This month, ICE invited companies to bid 
on contracts to operate detention centers 
at sites around the country for up to $45 
billion as the agency begins to scale up 
from its current budget for about 41,000 
beds to 100,000 beds.

The money isn’t yet there, but contracts 
are already being awarded. The House 
narrowly approved a broad spending bill 
that includes $175 billion for immigration 
enforcement, about 22 times ICE’s annual 
budget. The agency’s 100-plus detention 

centers nationwide currently hold about 
46,000 people, causing overcrowding in 
locations including Miami.

ICE last week awarded a contract worth 
up to $3.85 billion to Deployed Resources 
LLC to operate a detention camp at the Fort 
Bliss Army base in Texas. The little-known 
company is shifting its business from Border 
Patrol tent encampments for people arriving 
in the United States — most of which are 
now closed — to ICE facilities for people 
being deported.

The Geo Group Inc. got a contract for 
1,000 beds in Newark, New Jersey, valued 
at $1 billion over 15 years and another for 
1,800 beds in Baldwin, Michigan. CoreCivic 

Inc., won a contract to house 2,400 people 
in families with young children in Dilley, 
Texas, for five years.

The stock market has rewarded both of 
these private corrections companies. Geo’s 
stock price has soared 94% since Trump was 
elected. Shares of CoreCivic have surged 62%.

Louisiana ranks No. 2 in the nation in 
immigration detention space

Louisiana, which has relatively few 
immigrants and doesn’t border Mexico, 
may not seem like an obvious choice to 
establish an immigration detention hub. 
But circumstances converged toward the 
end of the last decade that allowed ICE to 
take over five former criminal jails in the 
state in 2019 alone.

Now the state is second only to Texas 
in the amount of bed space it offers for 
detained immigrants. ICE was drawn to the 
state in part by relatively low labor costs, a 
generally favourable political environment 
and a ready supply of recently emptied jails.

State laws in 2017 lowered criminal 
penalties, reducing the need for jail and 
prison beds. In rural areas, where a corrections 
facility is often a main driver of the local 
economy, officials were eager to sign contracts 
for immigration detention.

“Because Louisiana was a top incarcerator 
in the world, it’s not as though you have 
local legislators who are against prisons or 
against having a for-profit prison industrial 
complex come in and actually ensure that 

these continue to run,” said Nora Ahmed, 
legal director for the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Louisiana.

Conservative federal courts in the Western 
District of Louisiana and at the 5th US Circuit 
Court of Appeals make it tougher for people 
in Louisiana immigration jails to challenge 
detention conditions or to appeal immigration 
court rulings, said Mary Yanik, a professor and 
co-director of the Immigrant Rights Clinic 
at Tulane University Law School.“ICE gets 
to choose, basically, the courts where their 
cases are heard by locating detention centers 
in particular places,” she said.Detention 
centers are often hours away from cities 
and lawyers

Louisiana’s nine immigration detention 
centers are in the rural north or western 
parts of the state. That means a drive of 
several hours from its largest cities, where 
immigration advocates and lawyers are 
clustered. Detainees have long complained of 
isolation.Being held in “deplorable conditions” 
and isolated from their families and support 
networks can cause people to stop fighting 
their deportation and make it easier for ICE 
to remove them, said Carly Pérez Fernández, 
spokesperson for Detention Watch Network, 
which helped organize nationwide protests 
against ICE detention on Thursday.

“Detention really plays a crucial role in 
enabling Trump’s cruel mass deportation 
agenda,” she said. “Increased detention 
capacity will exacerbate the detention 

conditions that we already know are 
inhumane.”

Most detention facilities are a relatively 
short distance from Alexandria, where ICE 
converted a former military base into a 
400-bed, short-term holding centre with 
an adjacent airstrip for deportation flights.

One facility is in Jena, which is home 
to 4,200 people, about 220 miles (355 
kilometers) from New Orleans. The 
community has only a single advertised 
hotel called the Townsmen Inn.

The Jena detention centre, operated under 
contract with the Geo Group, is surrounded 
by “no trespassing” signs, fencing with layers 
of razor wire and armed guards.

Homero Lopez, a lawyer at Immigration 
Services and Legal Advocacy, which provides 
free representation in Louisiana detention 
centers, said the faraway location “makes it 
a lot more difficult to protest and organize.”

The introduction of video links for 
immigration court has softened — but not 
eliminated — criticism that ICE is deliberately 
trying to distance detainees from their 
families, attorneys and other forms of support.

Lopez said he’s happy to use video 
conferencing for quick preliminary matters, 
but he prefers to make the drive to appear 
in person for substantive hearings. He said 
video links can be “dehumanizing” and may 
lead judges to fail to appreciate what’s at 
stake when they are not facing immigrants 
in person. 

No amnesty for heinous 
crimes committed 

during Maoist conflict: 
Nepal PM Oli

KATHMANDU : Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli 
on Thursday asserted that individuals responsible 
for heinous and inhuman crimes committed during 
Nepal’s decade-long Maoist insurgency will not be 
granted amnesty, as he emphasised the need to uphold 
justice and expedite the transitional justice process.

Inaugurating the Sixth National Convention of 
the National Ex-Army and Police Organisation of 

Nepal (NEAPON) here, Oli, who also chairs the ruling 
Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist–Leninist 
(CPN-UML), said transitional justice mechanisms must 
ensure justice for victims of the conflict that lasted 
from 1996 to 2006.

Oli emphasised the importance of two transitional 
justice bodies — the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) and the Commission of Investigation on Enforced 
Disappeared Persons (CIEDP) — in investigating conflict-
era crimes and delivering justice. He acknowledged 
the delay in their effective functioning but asserted 
that further postponement would not be tolerated.

He said these two panels would work towards 
providing justice to the conflict victims.

Asserting that there will be no further delay in the 
formation of these commissions, Oli said, “Any acts 
of murder, violence, activities that disturb religious 
harmony and anarchy would not be acceptable.”

He reiterated that such crimes are incompatible with 
the democratic system Nepal has embraced after years 
of political struggle and the fall of authoritarian rule.

The Maoist insurgency sought to overthrow the 
monarchy and establish a people’s republic. The violent 
conflict resulted in the deaths of more than 17,000 
people, including civilians, Maoist combatants, and 
security forces, before culminating in the signing of 
the Comprehensive Peace Accord in 2006.

This agreement formally ended the conflict and 
paved the way for Nepal’s transformation into a 
democratic republic.

“We have a history of nation-building and unity. 
We are committed to handing over a prosperous, 
undivided Nepal to the next generation. We will not 
allow our borders to shrink and our national pride 
to be harmed. Our goal is to move forward while 
preserving our civilised and cultured society,” the 
prime minister said.

The transitional justice process in Nepal has 
faced criticism from conflict victims, human rights 
organisations, and the international community for 
its slow pace and alleged political interference. 

Israeli strikes kill at least 17 in Gaza; 

Huckabee makes  first appearance as US ambassador

 DEIR AL-BALAH (GAZA 
STRIP): Israeli airstrikes across 
Gaza killed at least 17 people 
early Friday including children, 
hospital workers said, as the new 
US ambassador to Israel made 
his first public appearance in 
Jerusalem.

  Among the dead were 10 
people in the urban Jabaliya 
refugee camp, including eight 
from the same house, according 
to the Indonesian Hospital, which 
received the bodies. In the 
southern city of Khan Younis, 
seven people were killed, one 
of them a pregnant woman, 
according to Nasser Hospital, 
where the bodies were brought.

The strikes came a day after 
more than two dozen people died 
in Gaza as Israel ramps up attacks, 
pressuring Hamas to return the 
hostages and disarm.

US Ambassador to Israel Mike 
Huckabee on Friday appeared 
at the Western Wall, the holiest 
Jewish prayer site in Jerusalem’s 
Old City. Huckabee inserted a 
prayer into the wall, which he said 
was handwritten by US President 
Donald Trump. “Those are his 
initials, DT,” said Huckabee while 
showing the note to the media.

In his first act as ambassador, 
Huckabee said Trump told him 
to take his prayer and pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem, he said. 
Huckabee also said every effort 
was being made to bring the 

remaining hostages held by 
Hamas home.

A one-time presidential 
hopeful, Huckabee has 
acknowledged his past support 
for Israel’s right to annex the 
West Bank and incorporate 
its Palestinian population into 
Israel but said it would not be 
his “prerogative” to carry out 
that policy.

During his first term, Trump 
recognised Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital over Palestinian objections 
and moved the embassy from Tel 
Aviv. Palestinian seek the eastern 
part of the city that Israel captured 
in the 1967 Mideast war as their 
future capital.

Huckabee’s arrival comes at 
a pivotal time in the 18-month 
war, as international mediators 
including the US are trying to get 
a broken ceasefire back on track.

Israel is demanding that 

Hamas release more hostages 
at the start of any new ceasefire 
and ultimately agree to disarm 
and leave the territory. Israel has 
said it plans occupy large “security 
zones” inside Gaza.

Khalil al-Hayya, head of 
Hamas’ negotiating delegation, 
said Thursday the group had 
rejected Israel’s latest proposal 
along those lines. He reiterated 
Hamas’ stance that it will return 
hostages only in exchange for 
the release of more Palestinian 
prisoners, a full Israeli withdrawal 
from Gaza and a lasting truce, 
as called for in the now-defunct 
ceasefire agreement reached in 
January.

Hamas currently holds 59 
hostages, 24 of whom are believed 
to be alive.

The war began when Hamas-
led militants attacked southern 
Israel on October 7, 2023 killing 

some 1,200 people, mostly 
civilians, and abducting 251. Most 
of the hostages have since been 
released in ceasefire agreements 
or other deals.

Israel’s offensive has since 
killed over 51,000 Palestinians, 
mostly women and children, 
according to Gaza’s Health 
Ministry, which does not 
distinguish between civilians 
and combatants.

The war has destroyed vast 
parts of Gaza and most of its food 
production capabilities. The war 
has displaced around 90 per cent 
of the population, with hundreds 
of thousands of people living in 
tent camps and bombed-out 
buildings.

On Thursday, aid groups 
raised the alarm over Israel’s 
blockade of of Gaza, where it 
has barred entry of all food and 
other goods for more than six 
weeks. Thousands of children 
have become malnourished, and 
most people are barely eating one 
meal a day as stocks dwindle, the 
United Nations said.

Israel’s Defence Minister says 
the blockade is one of the “central 
pressure tactics” against Hamas, 
which Israel accuses of siphoning 
off aid to maintain its rule. Aid 
workers deny there is significant 
diversion of aid, saying the UN 
closely monitors distribution. 
Rights groups have called it a 
“starvation tactic.”

Students, journalists 
stand trial in Turkey 

over  protests sparked 
by mayor’s arrest

ISTANBUL, Apr 18: Dozens of people including journalists 
appeared before a court in Istanbul on Friday, accused of attending 
banned demonstrations and disobeying police orders to disperse 
during anti-government protests that were triggered by the 
jailing of the city’s opposition mayor, Ekrem Imamoglu.

  Imamoglu, seen as the main challenger to President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s 22-year rule, was arrested on March 19 and 
jailed days later on corruption charges.

His imprisonment has been widely viewed as politically 

motivated and sparked nationwide protests. The government 
insists Turkey’s judiciary is independent and that the courts 
operate independently.

A total of 189 defendants, most of them university students, 
began defending themselves over charges of participating in 
banned protests and non-compliance with orders to disperse. 
Some have also been charged with carrying arms.

Four photojournalists and three reporters who were covering 
the demonstrations were also on trial. The court, however, 
on Friday decided to separate their case from the main trial.

The defendants are among more than 2,000 people 
were detained for taking party in the country’s largest mass 
demonstrations in more than a decade.
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BY: MUKHTAR AHMAD QURESHI

When we talk about climate change, the discussion 
often confines itself to melting glaciers, rising sea levels, 
and changing weather cycles. But its human face—particularly 
that of rural Indian women—is often forgotten. The Beijing 
India Report 2025 once again makes it clear that the climate 
crisis is not a “gender neutral” disaster. Its impacts are deep, 

unequal, and misogynistic. Millions of rural women in India 
are already burdened by resource scarcity, social limitations, 
and unpaid domestic responsibilities. Climate change makes 
this burden even heavier—sometimes in the form of droughts, 
sometimes in the form of floods, and sometimes in the 
form of a slow, toxic combination of malnutrition and 
exhaustion.

The Beijing Report shows that the climate crisis is not 
only degrading the quality of women’s lives but also depriving 
them of their biological, social, and economic dignity. Health 
facilities for rural women are already limited, but the nutrition 
crisis and heat stress caused by climate change severely 
impact their reproductive and maternal health. According 
to the report, persistent dehydration and anemia have led 
to a rise in the incidence of premature hysterectomies 
among women. This is not just a medical procedure but an 
assault on their bodily autonomy and dignity. Infertility, 
complicated childbirth, and difficulties in conceiving are 
now becoming common problems—and climate insecurity 
is clearly behind them.

Most of India’s rural women either work in the fields 
or engage in small agricultural work, but they do not own 
the land. When rains are unseasonal, when crops dry up, 
or when soils turn barren, these women are the first and 
the worst hit. In regions like Bundelkhand, persistent droughts 
have not only led to a drop in production but also increased 
seasonal unemployment among women. Being cut off from 
the field means an empty kitchen, girls leaving school, and 
another round of debt. Women who were engaged in 
handicrafts, food processing, or small-scale businesses 
other than agriculture are also not spared by extreme 
weather. The Beijing report shows that women’s incomes 

in the non-agricultural sector fell by an average of 33% 
during extreme climate events in 2023-24. This is not just 
an economic loss but also a blow to self-reliance and confidence.

Climate-induced displacement, falling family incomes, 
and traditional thinking—all three are hampering the 
education of adolescent girls. When families have limited 
resources, girls’ education is one of the first to be cut short. 
They are pulled out of school and put into domestic work 

or prepared for early marriage. This broken chain of education 
limits their lifelong opportunities. Adivasi and Dalit women 
in particular—who are already socially marginalized—are 
most vulnerable during climate disasters. During the 2020 
cyclone Amphan, Dalit women in the Sundarbans region 
reported being excluded from relief centers and had no say 
in shelter decisions. Social discrimination becomes even 
more acute during a climate crisis.

The Beijing India Report not only highlights this crisis 
but also suggests clear ways to address it—most importantly, 
putting gender sensitivity at the center of climate strategy. 

State-level climate plans must incorporate women’s specific 
needs. States like Odisha have begun incorporating gender 
indicators into their climate strategies, but this initiative 
needs to be replicated in every state. Gender-based data 
collection by village, caste, and economic status is essential 
for policies to be effective at the ground level. Creating a 
climate vulnerability index with a gender component at 
the panchayat level can be an effective step. Self-help groups 

and women’s cooperatives can be strengthened by providing 
skills in areas of climate-resilient agriculture, green jobs, 
renewable energy, and agro-processing.

Better resourcing of primary health centers, especially 
for reproductive and maternal care, is imperative—especially 
in areas affected by the climate crisis. Women-run Jal 
Samitis in Gujarat have proven that when women are part 
of policymaking and resource management, solutions are 
more sustainable and responsive. Women’s participation 
should be made mandatory in local disaster management, 
forest rights committees, and water management. Missions 
under the National Climate Action Plan—such as Ujala 
Yojana, PMUY, etc.—should be redefined with a women-
centric approach. Expansion of these schemes in climate-
sensitive areas will not only strengthen health and livelihoods 
but will also promote gender justice.

Rural women are not just victims of climate change—
they can also be agents of change. But this requires us to 
see them as partners, not just ‘objects for help.’ This is the 
message of the Beijing report—that if we are to tackle climate 
change effectively, gender and climate must be understood 
together, not separately. When a woman scrapes drinking 
water for her child from the mud of a drying pond, she 
becomes not just motherhood but the most tragic image 
of the climate crisis. It is time for policy, science, and society 
to listen to her voice seriously.

The author can be mailed at 
priyankasaurabh9416@outlook.com

Climate Shock: The Battle For 

Water, Stomach, And Identity

The Electric 

Revolution in 

Automobiles
By : Sheema Javeed

As the world grapples with the twin imperatives of climate 
change and energy security, electric vehicles (EVs) have surged 
from niche novelty to mainstream contender. Once dismissed 
as underpowered curiosities, EVs now account for nearly 
one‑quarter of new light‑vehicle sales—projected to reach 
23.5 percent by 2025—on the back of rapid technological 
advances and robust policy support . According to Deloitte, 
global EV sales are set to climb from 2.5 million in 2020 to 
11.2 million by 2025, reflecting a compound annual growth 
rate of 29 percent—a trajectory that promises to redefine 
mobility as we know it .

 Technology and Infrastructure
Key to this crescendo is the relentless improvement in 

battery technology. While early EVs struggled with limited 
range, modern models routinely exceed 300 miles on a single 
charge, assuaging “range anxiety” and widening consumer 
appeal. Concurrently, public and private investment in charging 
infrastructure has mushroomed: global charging points doubled 
in just two years, laying the groundwork for seamless electric 
mobility. Europe and China led the charge in March 2025, 
where EV and plug‑in hybrid sales jumped 24 percent and 
36 percent year‑on‑year respectively, thanks in part to generous 
incentives and stringent emissions regulations .

 Competition and Supply Chains: 
Tesla’s pioneering efforts ignited the EV market, but its 

8.6 percent sales decline in Q1 2025—dropping its U.S. 
market share from 51 percent to 44 percent—illustrates the 
intensifying competition . Giants like General Motors and 
Volkswagen, alongside challengers such as BYD and Xpeng, 
have ramped up production, broadening choices across price 
points. Yet this boom brings geopolitical complexity: China 
dominates critical mineral processing for lithium, graphite, 
and rare earths, and recent export curbs threaten to disrupt 
Western EV supply chains despite over $130 billion in U.S. 
investments .

Economic and Environmental Imperatives
Beyond consumer convenience, EV adoption carries profound 

economic and ecological stakes. Transportation accounts for 
roughly 24 percent of global CO₂ emissions; electrification, 
powered increasingly by renewables, can slash this footprint. 
Moreover, the EV market’s rapid expansion—forecast to be 
worth over $1 trillion by 2029 at a 23.4 percent CAGR—promises 
job creation in manufacturing, infrastructure, and R&D, 
offsetting declines in internal‑combustion sectors .

Government action remains pivotal. Incentives like tax 
credits and rebates have proven effective, but the most 
transformative levers are regulatory: tightening tailpipe 
standards, phasing out new petrol and diesel sales, and 
mandating zero‑emission vehicle quotas. Such measures not 
only spur domestic industry but also signal to investors that 
the EV transition is irreversible.

As automakers unveil ever‑sleeker electric models and 
battery prices continue to fall, the onus shifts from innovators 
to consumers, policymakers, and financiers. Drivers must 
embrace new refueling habits, governments must ensure 
equitable infrastructure rollout, and investors must back 
sustainable supply chains. Only through coordinated action 
can the promise of cleaner, smarter, and more accessible 
transportation be fully realized.

Electric vehicles are no longer the future—they are the 
present. The next decade will determine whether this momentum 
coalesces into a wholesale transformation or fizzles under 
the weight of complacency. For newspapers and policymakers 
alike, the message is clear: it’s time to accelerate, not stall, 
on the road to an electrified tomorrow.

The Beijing Report shows that
 the climate crisis is not only degrading 
the quality of women’s lives but also 
depriving them of their biological, social, 
and economic dignity. Health facilities 
for rural women are already limited,
 but the nutrition crisis and heat stress 
caused by climate change severely 
impact their reproductive and 
maternal health...
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WE HAVE TO ADAPT TO TOUGH SURFACES: 
Vettori After Loss To MI

U
rging his batters to suitably tweak 
their approach on "difficult" surfaces, 
Sunrisers Hyderabad coach Daniel 
Vettori said they cannot expect bel-
ters at every venue and need to up 

their game after being outgunned by a wily Mumbai 
Indians in their IPL clash here.

Mumbai Indians produced a perfect show on a 
tricky pitch here at the Wankhede Stadium which 
had assistance for spin and pace for the seamers, 
especially with the slow and short balls to win the 
contest by four wickets on Thursday.

SRH could only post 162 for five after struggling 
to find their flow with the bat. MI pacers and right-
arm off-spinner Will Jacks (2/14) set up the win.

"I feel like no one really has control over their 
surface, so there's a little bit of luck involved in 
terms of coming up against wickets that don't suit 

us," Vettori told the media after SRH failed to win 
another away game in this IPL.

SRH features big-hitters like Abhishek Sharma, 
Travis Head Heinrich Klaasen, Ishan Kishan and Nitish 
Reddy. Barring Abhishek (40 off 28 balls), and Klaasen 
(37 off 28 balls), the other batters could not make a 
noteworthy contribution.

"There has to be more to it from our side that 
we have to adapt. We know that conditions like 
this exist in Chennai, sometimes (in) Ahmedabad. 
We're not expecting to go over around the country 
and come up on belters, so the ball's in our court to 
realise that," the former New Zealand spinner said.

Vettori said it was MI bowlers who made the job 
extremely tough for SRH batters in the first half of 
the game, especially in the middle overs.

"It was just incredibly tough through those middle 
stages," he said.

"It was a difficult surface. Mumbai read the con-
ditions exceptionally well...they really relied on that 
slow ball, but it was mainly effective because of their 
execution and there's some supreme exponents 
of it in (Jasprit) Bumrah and Trent Boult and even 
Hardik Pandya."

"The way they bowled, particularly through those 
middle stages, really stifled us. We were 66 for three 
through those 10 overs, and in these sort of condi-
tions you probably need more than that," he added.

Jacks, who also scored 36 after an impactful 
bowling show, acknowledged the pitch was tricky 
but his team's plans were clear.

"It was not what we've seen in the past here, but 
it was definitely still a good wicket. We felt when 
there was pace on the ball, we thought we could 
play our shots freely as long as we weren't trying 
to over-hit the ball," he said.

"I knew there was going to be a bit of spin as-
sistance so as long as I wasn't floating the ball up 
there and bowling aggressively and bowling hard, 
using the wicket, that's what I was trying to do."

Jacks also revealed that MI spinner Karn Sharma 
suffered an injury to his finger webbing in the second 
half of the game.

"He has got a slight finger-webbing issue. I'll 
be honest, I haven't seen him but hopefully it's not 
too bad and he can bounce back quickly," Jacks said.

Jacks said the pitch did not change much from 
first to the second innings with SRH struggling to 
put bat on the ball but MI were not facing any such 
challenges given the nature of the surface.

"There was hold when people bowled slower 
balls into the wicket. There wasn't much dew either 
so I don't think there was massive change in condi-
tions as such," he said.

We bowled smartly,
 were squeezing them:

 Pandya

M
umbai Indians skipper 
Hardik Pandya credited 
his bowlers for using 
variations effectively and 
executing plans smartly 

on a slugging wicket as his side registered a 
four-wicket win over Sunrisers Hyderabad in 
their IPL match here on Thursday.

MI restricted SRH to 162 for five before 
chasing down the target with 11 balls to spare, 
reaching 166 for six in 18.1 overs.

"I think the way we bowled today was very 
smart and spot on. We stuck to simple basic 
plans. Certain balls were not easy to hit. Credit 
to the bowlers that we made them hit some 

good shots. We were kind of squeezing them," 
Pandya said at the post-match presentation.

The MI skipper said the surface offered 
some assistance early on and the bowlers 
adjusted accordingly.

"If you look at it, had a nice green grass 
look to it. The first couple of overs that Deepak 
(Chahar) bowled, couple of balls got stuck in. 

We decided to use change of pace balls. 
As soon as we figured out, we trying to 
mixing it up.

"We executed the yorkers very 
smartly well."

Will Jacks was the standout performer 
for MI, returning figures of 2/14 before 
scoring a quick-fire 36 off 26 balls to help 
the team clinch their second straight win 
of the season.

"That is the beauty of Jacks. He can 
be a gun fielder. Bowl those gun overs. 
Today it came off for him.

"When we needed 42 off 42, it was 
tricky. We wanted to take our time."

SRH skipper Pat Cummins admitted 
his team fell short of a competitive total 
on a sluggish surface.

"It wasn't the easiest wicket. Few 
runs short, we would have liked a couple more 
with the bat. Tricky wicket, when you come 
here you expect it to be really fluent and fast, 
just wasn't that," he said.

MI bowlers were clinical as they kept the 
SRH batting line-up in check, not allowing 
them to break free at any stage of the innings.

P
akistan confirmed their par-
ticipation at the Women's 
ODI World Cup after beating 
Thailand by 87 runs to secure 
their fourth win of the quali-

fier. Pakistan, with eight points, are at the 
top of the table and can only be matched 
by Bangladesh, who they play on Saturday 
and are in pole position to take the second 
World Cup spot.

Two other teams - Scotland and West 
Indies - are also in contention. In order to 
qualify, Scotland and West Indies need to win 
their matches against Ireland and Thailand 
respectively by big margins and hope Ban-
gladesh lose badly enough to Pakistan to dip 
below them in net run rate terms. Bangladesh 
can qualify for the World Cup even if they 
lose to Pakistan and both Scotland and West 
Indies win their final matches because of 

their net run rate advantage.
Pakistan will be thrilled to have avoided 

the intricacies of calculations like these after 
they booked their World Cup places with a 
game to spare. They are also unbeaten on 
home turf and have rediscovered their form. 
Before the qualifiers, Pakistan had last won 
an ODI in December 2023 and were on a five-
game losing streak. In the last week, they put 
that right and reeled off four straight wins, 
albeit not always easily, and will now play 
in their fifth successive World Cup.

Their participation will require additional 
logistics for the tournament, scheduled for 
India from late September. In keeping with 
the hybrid model agreed by the BCCI and 
PCB ahead of this year's Champions Trophy, 
Pakistan are unlikely to travel to India for the 
tournament and will play their matches at a 
yet-to-be-decided neutral venue.

Pakistan will not worry about that for 
now as they celebrate their qualification 
run led by their captain Fatima Sana. She 
injected energy into a pedestrian innings 
that was meandering at 119 for 4 after 40 
overs - a scoring rate of under three runs an 
over - with a quickfire unbeaten 62 off 59 
balls. Sana and Sidra Amin, who posted her 
third fifty-plus score of the qualifiers with 80 
off 105 balls, shared a run-ball 97-run stand 
and Pakistan scored 86 runs in the last ten 
overs to give themselves a defendable total.

Take nothing away from Thailand's 
bowlers, who were disciplined for the 
bulk of the innings and created several 
chances. Two of them were off Sana's bat 
and she was caught twice off the bowling of 
offspinner Onnicha Kamchomphu but the 
deliveries were judged no-balls and Sana 
continued batting. Without her contribu-

tion, Pakistan may have been concerned 
especially as Thailand's batting has improved 
as the campaign has gone on.

They scored 259 chasing 306 against 
Ireland two days ago which was their high-
est ODI score and would have believed that 
even though they had never successfully 
chased a target above 200, they could give 
it a good go. Thailand were hard done by 
when opener Chanida Sutthiruang was given 
out stumped off Sadia Iqbal when replays 
seemed to suggest her foot was grounded 
behind the line when Sidra Nawaz broke the 
stumps. But they could not complain when 
Sana, who came on to bowl in the tenth over, 
sent down a delivery on a perfect offstump 
line and Nattaya Boochatham edged behind. 
Two balls later, Nannapat Koncharoenkai was 
bowled by offspinner Rameem Shamim and 
at 44 for 3, Thailand's chances looked grim.

"It was not what we've 
seen in the past here, but 

it was definitely still a 
good wicket. We felt when 
there was pace on the ball, 

we thought we could play our 
shots freely as long as we 

weren't trying to over-hit the 
ball," he said.

Sana's 
all-round 
heroics take 
Pakistan to ODI 
World Cup
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Renee L. Quarterman

I
n the heart of the Cuban capital, the Dr. Cosme 
Ordoñez Carceller Teaching Polyclinic stands 
as a testament to the nation’s unique approach 
to healthcare: universal, free of charge, ac-
cessible, regionalized, community-centered, 

and deeply rooted in preventive medicine. Unlike 
the profit-driven models that dominate much of the 
world, Cuba’s system prioritizes equitable access, 
public health education, and early intervention.

At the core of this approach is a commitment to 
health promotion through education, disease preven-
tion through habit management, and the integration 
of medical care and rehabilitation. By emphasizing 
proactive healthcare rather than reactive treatment, 
the system ensures that communities receive con-
tinuous, comprehensive support to maintain overall 
well-being.

During a recent visit to the Dr. Cosme Ordoñez 
Carceller Teaching Polyclinic in Havana, the staff 
detailed how the system was developed and how it 
ensures that no Cuban, regardless of income, is left 
without medical care.

The Structure of Cuba’s Healthcare System
Cuba’s National Health System operates as a hier-

archical, state-run model designed to ensure seamless 
coordination of care. At the top, the National Assembly 
oversees the Ministry of Public Health, which sets 
national policies and directs specialized health in-
stitutes that tackle broader public health concerns.

Below the Ministry, provincial governments, an-
swering directly to the Assembly, oversee provincial 
health departments, which manage larger hospitals 
and specialized medical facilities. These provincial 
bodies, in turn, delegate responsibilities to munici-
pal governments, which run the municipal health 
departments and smaller hospitals that serve local 
populations. At the community level, municipal health 
departments manage Cuba’s extensive polyclinic 
network, the cornerstone of the country’s healthcare 
system. These polyclinics not only provide special-
ized care, diagnostics, and emergency services, but 
they also coordinate closely with family doctor-and-
nurse teams, who serve as the first point of contact 
for Cuban citizens. 

These frontline providers play a crucial role be-
yond immediate treatment, emphasizing preventive 
care, home visits, and alternative therapies such as 
nutrition counseling, acupuncture, and plant-based 
medicine. Despite supply shortages exacerbated by 
U.S. sanctions, this integrated, top-down approach 
ensures that resources are distributed efficiently, 

maintaining consistent healthcare access nationwide.
Founded in 1974, the Dr. Ordoñez Carceller Polyclinic 

serves approximately 13,000 residents, offering care 
in medical specialties such as cardiology, orthopedics, 
fertility consultations, and genetic testing. The clinic 
is named after Dr. Cosme Ordoñez Carceller (1927–
2019), an epidemiologist and pioneer of Community 
Medicine, who championed the polyclinic model that 
emerged in the 1960s and 1970s. He played a key 
role in training young physicians in comprehensive 
general medicine and launched innovative programs 
like the Grandparents’ Circles, a senior care initiative 
so effective that it was replicated nationwide.

Unlike the profit-driven models that dominate 

much of the world, Cuba’s system prioritizes equitable 
access, public health education, and early interven-
tion. The country’s healthcare approach is rooted in 
promoting health through education, preventing 
disease by managing habits, and ensuring compre-
hensive medical care and rehabilitation. Unlike the 
fragmented, for-profit U.S. healthcare model, Cuba’s 
integrated, community-based approach ensures bet-
ter health outcomes and higher patient satisfaction. 
At polyclinics like Ordoñez Carceller, primary care is 
not just about treating illness but about education, 
prevention, and holistic well-being. This commit-
ment to accessible, people-centered medicine reflects 
Cuba’s broader philosophy: that healthcare is not a 
privilege, but a fundamental human right.

Cuba’s Healthcare Achievements: A Global Leader 
in Public Health

Despite enduring over six decades of economic 
embargo, Cuba has achieved remarkable public health 
milestones. The following list highlights key accom-
plishments of both the Ordoñez Carceller Polyclinic 
and the Cuban healthcare system as a whole:

AIDS: Cuba identified HIV in 1983 and quickly set 
up a system to track and treat it. By 2014, it eliminated 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV and syphilis, a 
milestone the U.S. has yet to reach.

COVID Cuba developed two COVID vaccines, kept 
infections low, and even sent vaccines abroad.

Diabetes The nation has developed an effective 
medication that treats diabetic ulcers (skin wounds 
that result from poor blood sugar control)

Alzheimer’s Research: Cuba developed a drug that 

may help reverse Alzheimer’s effects.
Maternal-fetal medicine 99% of Cuban children 

are vaccinated, and the country has a lower infant 
mortality rate than the U.S.

Nutrition While obesity is not an issue in Cuba, 
malnutrition is an increasing concern due to short-
ages caused by the U.S. embargo

Home health Doctors make house calls to care for 
the elderly and new mothers.

Profit vs. Public Health: How Medical Education 
and Healthcare Delivery Differ in Cuba and the U.S.

The paths to becoming a doctor in Cuba and the 
United States could not be more different. In the 
U.S., medical students take on crippling debt, often 
exceeding $200,000, before ever treating a patient. 
The pressure to repay loans steers many toward high-
paying specialties, leaving primary care and rural 
communities underserved. The system is structured 
around financial incentives rather than public need, 
reinforcing the idea that medicine is a business first, 
a service second.

Cuba takes the opposite approach. Medical educa-
tion is fully state-funded, allowing students to focus 
on patient care instead of profit. Training begins 
immediately after secondary school, with students 
placed in community clinics early in their careers. 
By the time they specialize, they have already served 
in primary care settings, ensuring that the system 
produces physicians committed to public health, 
not private wealth.

A Focus on Prevention, Not Just Treatment

Cuba’s prevention-first model stands in stark 
contrast to the reactive nature of U.S. healthcare. 
While American medicine often prioritizes treat-
ment over lifestyle interventions, Cuban doctors 
routinely incorporate nutrition, exercise, and disease 
prevention strategies into care plans. The country’s 
polyclinic system ensures patients receive consistent, 
community-based healthcare rather than navigating 
a fragmented, for-profit system that often leaves 
them behind.

The U.S. Blockade: An Unjust Barrier to Health
The U.S. embargo continues to hinder Cuba’s 

healthcare system by restricting access to essential 
medicines, medical equipment, and scientific research. 
Pharmaceutical and shipping companies, fearing U.S. 

penalties, avoid business with Cuba—leading 
to severe shortages of everything from aspirin 
to cancer treatments.

Even medical journals and online resources 
are blocked due to U.S. restrictions, forcing 
Cuban researchers to work under constraints 
that most Western physicians never encounter.

Yet, rather than succumbing to these barriers, 
Cuba has turned to self-sufficiency, investing 
in biotechnology, vaccine development, and 
herbal medicine research to compensate for 
limited imports. If freed from economic sanc-
tions, Cuba’s contributions to global healthcare 

innovation could expand exponentially.
For decades, Cuba has exported medical expertise 

worldwide, sending doctors to disaster-stricken and 
underserved regions. These global medical brigades 
have provided care to millions, particularly in Latin 
America, Africa, and the Caribbean. Yet, rather than 
supporting these humanitarian efforts, Washington has 
sought to dismantle them. In February 2025, the U.S. 
expanded sanctions on Cuba’s international medical 
program, further restricting its ability to send doctors 
abroad. The move reflects a deeper failure to under-
stand Cuba’s model of solidarity-driven healthcare, 
a stark contrast to the U.S. system, where medicine 
is often dictated by profit rather than public service.

It is within this profit-driven framework that Cuba’s 
medical missions are misunderstood, labeled as “forced 
labor” by those who cannot imagine doctors choosing 
service over salary. The very idea of healthcare as a 
human right, rather than a commodity, challenges 
the U.S. worldview, leading to efforts to discredit and 
sanction those who practice it differently.

What Could Be If the Embargo Were Lifted
Cuba’s healthcare system is a model of resilience 

and innovation, but its full potential remains hindered 
by decades of U.S. sanctions. If given access to global 
resources and technology, Cuban researchers could 
expand medical advancements in infectious diseases, 
chronic illness treatment, and disaster response. For 
now, Cuban doctors continue their work—undaunted 
by external pressures, committed to the principle that 
healthcare is a right, not a privilege. (CC)

Cuba takes the opposite approach. 
Medical education is fully state-funded, 
allowing students to focus on patient 
care instead of profit. Training begins 
immediately after secondary school, 
with students placed in community 
clinics early in their careers. By the 
time they specialize, they have already 
served in primary care settings, 
ensuring that the system produces 
physicians committed to public
health, not private wealth.

Healthcare
 System In Cuba
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Govt issues orders under 
J&K Reorganization

Act, 2019
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today issued 

two orders under section 98 of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, read with clause 
17 of the Jammu and Kashmir Removal of Difficulties 
Order, 2019.

According to the first order, “Lieutenant Governor 
hereby directs that the Director, Industries and 
Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Firms” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Partnership Act, Svt. 1996 (repealed) shall be deemed 
to have been appointed under the Indian Partnership 
Act, 1932.”

According to the second order, “Lieutenant 
Governor hereby directs that the Director, Industries 
and Commerce, Kashmir and Jammu appointed as 
“Registrar of Societies” under the Jammu and Kashmir 
Societies Registration Act, 1998 (repealed) shall be 
deemed to have been appointed under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860.”

Covid-19: Govt notifies 
helpline for JK’s stranded 

migrant labourers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today notified 

helpline numbers for migrant labourers of Jammu 
and Kashmir who are stranded in various parts of 
the country due to lockdown announced in view 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

Migrant labourers have been asked to seek 
assistance and help by contacting the following 
helpline numbers:

Zameer Ahmad, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
9797172356 (for Kashmir Division) and Sanjay Kumar, 
Labour Officer, 9419424281 (for Jammu Division).

The nominated officers have been asked to liaise 
with the concerned authority of the State/UT for providing 
assistance/help to these stranded migrant labourers.

Covid-19: Govt sanctions 
Rs 17.65 Cr for registered 

construction workers
JAMMU, MAR 30: The government today sanctioned 

Rs 17.65 crore for construction workers registered 
with the J&K Building and Other Construction Workers 
Welfare Board who have been left without any work 
due to lockdown announced in view of coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

Accordingly, the government sanctioned Rs 1000 
each in favour of active registered construction workers. 
The amount shall reach the beneficiary through DBT 
mode for purchase of essential commodities out of 
the cess fund available with the Board.

JKRTC condoles demise of 
Advisor Bhatnagar’s 

mother
JAMMU, MAR 30: Jammu and Kashmir Road 

Transport Corporation (JKRTC) today condoled 
with Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar on the demise of his mother.

A condolence meeting was held at JKRTC 
headquarters here in which participants prayed 
for forbearance to the bereaved family and expressed 
solidarity with Advisor Bhatnagar who is also 
chairman of the Corporation.

Meanwhile, the meeting also condoled the demise 
of mother of Manager JKRTC Pawandeep Singh.

Later, a two-minute silence was observed and prayers 
were held for eternal peace to the departed souls.

DC Anantnag launches Web 
portal to combat COVID-19
ANANTNAG, MAR 30: The Deputy Commissioner, 

Anantnag, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Dar, today launched Web 
portal to combat COVID-19 in the district. The portal 
will help in tracking the persons with travel history. 
The registration can be made on the web portal 
“combatcovid.ang.in” on which voluntary registration 
can be made by the doctors, nurses, paramedics, NGOs 
and individuals.

Talking to the media persons, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that a helpline has been already 
made available in COVID-19 Control Room, setup in 
his office and anyone having problem regarding supply 
of medicines, essentials can contact on the helpline 
number. He also said that home delivery of ration and 
other essential commodities are being made available 
at people’s doorsteps to ensure complete lockdown 
in the district and to avoid public movement.

Flood Management Measures

I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs on 
river Jhelum, major tributaries

Div Com reviews preparedness of I&FC; 12.6 lacs sand, 80,000 Geo bags kept at different locations
SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 

Irrigation and Flood Control 
department (I&FC) had installed 
nine Automatic Water Level 
Recorders (WLRs) on River Jhelum 
at Sangam, Pampore, Ram Munshi 
Bagh & Asham and at its major 
tributaries including Sind, Lidder, 
Doodganga, Vaishaw & Rambiar.

The German based technology 
Automatic Water Level Recorders 
are fitted with SIM cards, which 
will records water level data of 
river Jhelum on hourly basis and 
send it to the control room of 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
department. For better planning 
and preparedness to tackle flood 
like situation, department is 
further expanding network of 
Automatic WLRs across the valley 
to obtain instant data. The data 
as of now is being disseminated 
to various sections of media for 
real time information.

This was revealed in a 
meeting convened by the 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole, here 
today to review the flood 

preparedness of Irrigation and 
Flood Control department (I&FC) 
in Kashmir.

The meeting was further 
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and 
80,000 Geo bags have been kept 
at different locations of river 
Jhelum and other water bodies.

 The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the concerned for instant 
mapping of all automatic Rain 
Guages which have been erected 
at IMD, Agriculture, SKAUST and 
Kashmir University. Besides, 
preparation of inundation maps 
at different water levels of river 
Jhelum at different locations. 
He directed the concerned to 
submit the information to the 
Div Com office at   earliest.

He further directed Executive 
Engineers (Exens) of I&FC to 
contact their respective Deputy 
Commissioners for selecting the 
abandoned government buildings 
which will be used as stores at 
time of any eventuality. They 
have also been asked to prepare 
a list of machines procured by 
Mechanical Engineering wing 

which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities 

department have been directed 
to update and list all its available 

tools and plants and upload it 
on IDRM network besides prepare 
a list of Boats available with 
Tourism, LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, 
BSF, Police, Disaster Management 
and private Shikara owners along 
with their locations. He also 
directed the concerned to up-
date  the Disaster Management 
plans and rectify the deficiencies, 
if any.

The Div Com said that bulk 
SMS services should be availed 
for dissemination of warnings 
to the People on real time basis, 
at the time of exigency.

Pole exhorted to take the 
status of various works taken 
up by the ERA under Jhelum Tawi 
Foold Recovery Project including 
consultancy studies on flood 
management and hazard risk 
assessment.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Chief 
Engineer I&FC, M M Shahnawaz, 
Superintending Engineers, 
Executive Engineers and other 
concerned officers were present 
in the meeting.

COVID-19 Assistance
Labour Deptt disburses Rs 1.29 Crore 

among labourers in Bandipore
BANDIPORA, MAR 30: The 

Department of Labour today 
disbursed an amount of Rs 1.29 Crore 
among Building and other 
Construction workers as COVID-19 
assistance announced by the Central 
Government recently besides 
education assistance.

Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora 
Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza, said that 
an amount of Rs 81.69 lakh was 
distributed among 8169 registered 
labourers through Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) as COVID-19 assistance 
amid lockdown.

He said an amount of Rs 44.29 
lakh was also transferred into the 
accounts of 596 beneficiaries as 
Education Assistance for the children 
of labourers while an amount of Rs 
3.37 lakh was also disbursed to 28 
labourers as disability and minor 

ailment assistance.
Deputy Commissioner said that 

the money has been transferred in 
the shortest possible time so that 
the labourers who earn from hand 
to mouth don’t face any problem 
amid lockdown as all the businesses 
and construction works are at halt. 
He said the little contribution from 
the government will help in easing 
the problems of the labourers in 
the current situation.

He further said that the district 
administration is distributing food 
packets among the poor, needy and 
destitute and more than 1500 food 
packets have been distributed so 
far. He assured that all deserving 
people will be covered as soon as 
possible.

The Assistant Labour 
Commissioner, Bandipora, Ashiq 

Hussain Bhat on the occasion, said 
that the officials of the department 
are working from home and have 
disbursed the amount as per the 
list of the registered workers, in a 
record time. He lauded the efforts 
of his field staff for the remarkable 
job.

He urged the labourers to avail 
the benefit of various welfare 
schemes available for their welfare 
and appealed them especially the 
un-organised workers and 
labourers to enroll themselves in 
the schemes launched by the 
government including PM-SYM. 
He said there are several other 
schemes for the labourers including 
compensation in case of injury 
during work, financial assistance 
to the kids and other relevant 
schemes.

‘SONGS IN PLAGUE’
Covid-19: JK’s Cultural Academy to rope in artists for 

raising Coronavirus awareness through songs
Releases first song ‘Traw Nerun Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly virus

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: Jammu 
and Kashmir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages (JKAACL) 
today released a song to generate 
awareness among masses on 
the deadly virus.

The song is written by poet, 
Muzafar Hussain Dilber and sung 
by noted Sikara fame singer, 
Munir Ahmad Mir.

The first song, ‘Traw Nerun 
Te Pherun Watan Baya’ on deadly 
virus covers the wide-range 
aspects of genesis of deadly 
coronavirus and the havoc 
created by it across the globe.

On releasing the song, the 
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL), Muneer-

Ul-Islam said that artists across 
the globe have been encouraging 
people to combat coronavirus 
though various mediums of art. 
He said society as a whole have 
to play their roles in their 
respective areas and see how 
one must respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He said that as the coronavirus 
disease continues to evolve, in 
Jammu and Kashmir is taking a 
proactive approach to help ensure 
the safety of the people. He said 
that there is a greater need to 
generate awareness among 
people, locally in their own 
language and melody—which 
will help us achieve the goal of 
fighting this deadly virus. He 

said besides this government 
was closely monitoring the 
situation and provide updates 
as they become available.

The Secretary said that 
JKAACL was also aiming to get 
the ‘songs in plague’ written 
and composed in other 
languages too. “We will be soon 
releasing a song on coronavirus 
awareness in dogri language,” 
he said.

Music composer and noted 
Singer, Munir Ahmad Mir, who 
also works at in the Cultural 
Wing of Department of 
Information and Public Relations 
said that that due to the lockdown, 
every activity is shut and people 
back home need some 

entertainment and infotainment.
“We as artists wanted raise 

coronavirus awareness through 
songs and JKAACL is always there 
to handhold us,” he said. “In these 
times of crisis too, JKAACL 
honored the artists and made 
us to do our bit to make some 
difference on the ground,” he 
added.

 Another music composer, 
Prof Muzafar Bhat said that he 
along with his friends is running 
an online platform, namely, 
Kashur Studio. He said that ever 
since the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, they have been 
working on the tracks in their 
respective homes and sharing 
them with artists. “We have 

released awareness songs. We 
will be soon releasing more 
songs to general public,” he 
said.

Prof Bhat said that music is 
often called the universal 
language. Artists have to finding 
that, when trying to spread 
lifesaving information about the 
coronavirus pandemic, it helps 
to have a catchy beat. 

 “Musicians will be 
recording songs about social 
distancing, spotting symptoms 
and, of course, washing hands. 
It's all part of an effort to get 
vital information about disease 
prevention to people who 
might not get it otherwise,” 
Bhat said.

All protective gear under protocol being provided to the mother 
of two positive cases: Spokesperson JLNM

SRINAGAR, MAR 30: 
According to a spokesperson 
of JLNM Hospital, Rainawari, 
several posts were made 
today on social media 
without confirming from 
concerned doctors or 
hospital management.

In a statement, the 

spokesperson said the 
Hospital has at present 11 
beds for Isolation and rest of 
120 beds for quarantine 
contacts. All 4 positive 
patients are admitted in 
Isolation Ward whereas 86 
contacts are in Quarantine 
Wards.

The spokesperson said the 
Isolation Ward has separate 
aluminium partitioned 
cabins. It has 11 beds and is 
equipped with 3 Ventilators 
and 8 Cardiac Monitors and 
other necessary equipments 
required in case of 
emergency.

We have to keep all 
positive patients there until 
the time our quarantine 
contacts get shifted to home 
quarantine. The hospital has 
wards having 12 bed capacity 
and we have to keep 
quarantine contacts in these 
wards only till they are with 

us.
The spokesperson said the 

mother in question who has 
tested negative and is 
accompanying her two 
positive daughters is 
provided all the required 
protective gears as per 
protocol. She is already 

looking after her two positive 
kids for last 5 days using 
protective gears in her 
separate cabin and her 
concerns have already been 
addressed scientifically. The 
hospital administration are 
adhering to all universal 
protocols, the spokesperson 

added.
This sort of anxiety is a 

common phenomenon in 
Isolation and intensive care 
wards which is being taken 
care of with effective 
counselling sessions, the 
spokesperson added in the 
statement.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEPTT APPEALS PUBLIC FOR 
PROVIDING FOOD, WATER TO 

STRAY ANIMALS
JAMMU, MAR 30: The Department of Animal 

Husbandry Jammu, today appealed the general 
public to be kind to animals and birds near their 
surroundings by providing food and water to 
them so as to minimize the sufferings of these 
speechless at this moment of crisis. In view of 
complete lockdown to contain spread of COVID- 
19 pandemic, the street animals and birds are 
worst sufferers for want of food and water. 
Besides, there are reports that fearing infection 
of CORONA virus, many pet owners are abandoning 
their pets to stray without food, water and shelter.

The closure of food /eat points during lockdown 
may also result in starvation /death of stray animals 
and birds in large numbers which later may pose 
greater health issues to the humans. The stray animals 
and birds need to be provided with care, food and 
water to mitigate their sufferings. The general public 
is also informed that cruelty to animals is an offence 
under Section 3, Section 11(1) of prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960 and also that WHO has clarified 
that dogs and cats are not involved in spreading 
infection of Corona virus.
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Federer in 
Winning Team 
After Facing 
Serena for 
First Time

Roger Federer took the honours in 
the much-anticipated mixed doubles clash 
with fellow great Serena Williams in what 
the latter described as the "match of her 
career" at the Hopman Cup in Perth 
Tuesday.

In the biggest mixed doubles draw-
card in the 31-year history of the tour-
nament, in what is expected to be its 
final edition, Federer teamed with 
Belinda Bencic to win the match in 
straight sets under the Fast4 format 
and win the Group B tie for Switzerland.

With 43 Grand Slam singles titles 
(Williams 23, Federer 20) and more than 
US$200 million in prize money between 
them, the two 37-year-olds had welcomed 
the chance to face each other on the court 
in an official match for the first time.

As it turned out, the tie was decided 
by the mixed doubles, after both Federer 
and Williams won their earlier singles 
matches.

A capacity crowd of 14,064 turned out 
for the tie, and they saw Federer and Ben-
cic largely capitalise on the mixed doubles 
inexperience of Williams' teammate, Fran-
cis Tiafoe, to clinch the deciding rubber 
under the Fast4 format, 4-2, 4-3 (5/3).

Williams, who seemed to be troubled 
by her right shoulder during the match 
but said it wasn't a concern, was disap-
pointed her doubles experience didn't give 
the Americans the edge.

However, even a rare defeat couldn't 
take the gloss off the experience of facing 
Federer for the first, and almost certainly 
the only, time.

"I was so excited and literally it was 
the match of my career," she said.

"Playing someone so great and that 
you admire so much in a match that actu-
ally means something.

"It is really great and special to go against 
the greatest of all time."

Federer said he was thrilled to play 
against one of the few players with more 
Grand Slam titles.

"I really enjoyed playing against 
Serena, what an honour and pleasure," 
he said.

"I was nervous returning because 
people talk about her serve so much.

"It was great fun, she is a great cham-
pion, you see how focussed and deter-
mined she is and I love that about 
her."

The pair posed together for a 
selfie after the match.

In his singles match, Federer scored 
successive wins to start the new 
season with an impressive 6-4, 6-1 
victory over Frances Tiafoe.

The world number three was chal-
lenged early by the 39th-ranked 
American, but then secured the first 
set with a break in the 10th game.

Federer won seven games in suc-
cession and eight of the last nine as 
Tiafoe dropped away.

It was another encouraging per-
formance from Federer as he builds 
his preparation for the upcoming 
Australian Open in Melbourne, 
where he will be looking to win 
a third successive title and 
seventh overall.

"It's been a great start to 
the season for me, I found 
a way and I have to be 
happy right now," Fe-
derer said.

"It's about staying 
fit and healthy and 
managing the game 
day by day.”

Williams raced 
to an early 3-0 
lead against Ben-
cic, but then lost 
her way as the 
Swiss number 54 
gained successive 
breaks of serve to 
secure the first set.

Although the American was hitting 
more winners, she was also making more 
errors and looked in trouble until she broke 
Bencic in the 10th game to take the set 
and level the match.

An early break in the final set to Wil-
liams was crucial as she used her big serve 
to hold Bencic at bay and win 4-6, 6-4, 
6-3.

"It was definitely a relief," Williams 
said of the result.

"She played really well but I knew 
I could play better."

If Switzerland beats Greece on 
Thursday they will be through to 
the final, where they will defend the 
title they won last year.
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Harry Kane believes if England can lift 
the inaugural Nations League later this year 
in Portugal it will instil the confidence re-
quired to add the European Championship 
title in 2020.

The 25-year-old England captain told 
The Daily Telegraph inflicting Spain's 
first competitive home defeat in 15 years 
and avenging their defeat in the World 
Cup semi-finals by Croatia in the Na-
tions League group stage had maintained 

the momentum. 
Kane, who finished top scorer in Russia 

with six goals to win the Golden Boot, said 
should England win their first continental 
trophy since the 1966 World Cup it will give 
them the ideal launching pad for further 
success. England play the Netherlands in the 
semi-finals in the northern Portuguese city 
of Guimaraes on June 6 with the winner 
playing either Switzerland or hosts Portugal 
in the final on June 9. 

"Now the Nations League is an opportu-
nity to win a trophy and if we win one then 
hopefully it will be easier to win another," 
he said. "It will give us a real confidence and 
belief going into the Euros."

Kane, who scored 42 goals in 63 appear-
ances for his club Tottenham Hotspur and 
country last year, said the wins over Spain 
and Croatia showed they had learnt lessons 
from the World Cup.

"When we look back at the World Cup 
then there were performances in which we 

could have done better and the next motiva-
tion, the next step is putting that right," he 
said. "We've put in some big games -– beat-
ing Spain away, Croatia at home.

"It feels like we are still ticking those 
boxes, as we were doing in the summer, that 
will make us better."

Kane on a personal front admits it may 
seem odd but he has never felt he has com-
pletely won people over despite his remark-
able goalscoring feats for both club and 
country. "My whole career I have had to 
prove people wrong almost play with a chip 
on my shoulder," he said.

"That motivation is just something that's 
been inside me, instilled in me, wanting to 
do my best." Those doubts he has had to 
overcome were sewn when after coming 
through the Spurs academy he was sent out 
on loan to the unglamourous duo of Leyton 
Orient and Millwall.

He continued his learning curve with 
further loans to Leicester City and Norwich.

He says that New England Patriots leg-
endary five-time Super Bowl winning quar-
terback Tom Brady offered inspiration in 
showing how you can blow away the sceptics.

"Turns out, Tom Brady was the 199th pick 
in his draft class," said Kane.

"It just blew my mind -- but in a good 
way. "It is a real inspiration. Seeing how he 
became the best ever from people doubting 
him. "It gave me huge self-belief and confi-
dence that I was going to make it."

If England Win Nations
League It Will Give us Confidence 

for Euros: Harry Kane

WHEN WE LOOK
BACK AT THE WORLD 

CUP THEN THERE WERE 
PERFORMANCES IN 
WHICH we could have 

done better and the next 
motivation, the next step 

is putting that right,"
he said.

Mashrafe Mortaza
wins parliament seat

Mashrafe Mortaza has secured the Narail-2 seat in Bangladesh's 
national elections, winning over 96% of the votes in his constitu-

ency. His result is part of Awami League's landslide victory, their 
third consecutive win in the country's general elections. He 
becomes the first active international cricketer to be a member 
of parliament in his country.

Mashrafe had started campaigning 
on December 22, later than most candi-

dates during this election, as he was nurs-
ing a hamstring injury after the Ban-
gladesh-West Indies ODI series 
ended on December 14. He will 

now shift his focus back to cricket, 
with the 20-over Bangladesh Pre-

mier League set to begin on January 
5 next year. He will be leading de-

fending champions Rangpur Riders 
in the competition.

Immediately after the BPL, Ban-
gladesh will travel to New Zealand for 
three ODIs and three Tests. Bangladesh 
will then play an ODI tri-series in Ireland 
as part of their build-up for the World 
Cup in England.

Mashrafe had officially entered 
politics in November when he 
received confirmation of his 
nomination from Awami 
League. Besides Mashrafe, 
Naimur Rahman, Ban-
gladesh's first Test 
captain, and BCB 
president Nazmul 
Hassan also won 
seats in Manik-
ganj-1 and 
Kishoreganj-6 
respectively 
for Awami 
League.

SA players likely to avoid customary 
handshakes, says coach Mark Boucher

NEW DELHI: The South African 
cricketers could avoid the custom-
ary handshakes during their stay 
in India, head coach Mark Bouch-
er has said as the number of re-
ported positive coronavirus cases 
in the country crossed 40 on Mon-
day.The number of positive cases 
in India stands at 43 at the moment 
and the South African team that 
landed in the national capital for 
three ODIs in the wee hours of 
Monday, will “strictly adhere” to 
the healthcare protocols.

“With regards to handshakes 

and type of stuff that’s concern, 
so it will probably be fine if we do 
the same if it comes to that. I think 
it’s a way to stop anything from 
happening to our guys,” Boucher 
told the media during his pre-
departure press conference when 
asked about shaking hands with 
the opposition team’s players.

“I think it’s out of respect for 
players around you and not to pass 
on something that you might have,” 
the former Proteas stumper add-
ed.South Africa went ahead with 
the tour only after their medical 

and security team gave a go-ahead 
after doing a risk assessment.

“Look we have a security staff 
and if we have medical concerns, 
we give it to them and they come 
up with recommendations. If they 
think its too dangerous, they will 
pull us out and they are no differ-
ent,” he said.Covid19 is a concern 
and that’s what they have been 
briefed, said Boucher.

“We had a nice brief last night 
from medical staff about the virus 
going around is that its a major 
concern. 

Real Madrid’s ‘worst 
game of season’ in Betis defeat, 

lets Barcelona back in
AGENCIES: Real Madrid’s response 

to winning the Clasico was another 
surprise defeat on Sunday as they lost 
2-1 away at Real Betis to hand the initia-
tive straight back to Barcelona.

Betis were deserving victors of a 
thrilling contest at the Benito Villama-
rin where two galling Madrid errors 
cost them their place at the top of La 
Liga, with Barca now two points clear.

A heavy touch from Sergio Ramos 
led to Sidnei’s stunning opener for Betis 
and then Karim Benzema, who equalised 
with a penalty on the stroke of half-time, 
was at fault for their 82nd-minute win-
ner.Benzema’s misplaced pass in midfield 
allowed Cristian Tello to go clear and 
he held his nerve to give Betis their first 
victory in eight games that adds yet 
another twist to this season’s back-and-
forth title race.“We lacked everything 
today,” said Real coach Zinedine Zidane.

“It was our worst game of the season. 
We lacked energy, fluency, possession, 
aggression. It was a bad day and that 
can happen. I am responsible. We can’t 
lose our heads but we can’t be happy 
either.” Madrid appeared to have taken 
a significant step forward, at least psy-
chologically, by beating Barcelona 2-0 
last weekend but this result undid all 
their good work at the Santiago Berna-
beu while bringing defensive doubts 
swiftly back to the surface.

Betis climb to 12th and put eight 
points between themselves and the 
bottom three.

Madrid have now lost three out of 
their last four games and won only two 

from seven, a dip in form that has ap-
peared even more charitable given 
Barca’s own problems on and off the 
pitch.

After a game at home to Eibar on 
Friday, Zinedine Zidane’s side will trav-
el to Manchester City in the Champions 
League but on this evidence their hopes 
of recovering their 2-1 home defeat from 
the first leg would seem faint at best.

Ramos will be suspended at the Eti-
had Stadium and his own poor run of 
form continued against Betis, where he 
was at fault for their first goal and then 
complicit in compounding Benzema’s 
error for the second.“We haven’t played 
the way we trained all week,” said Ramos.

“We have to be self-critical. And now 
we have to wait for those above us to 
slip up.” Eder Militao will likely come 
in for Ramos against City and he was 
given an outing at right-back in the ab-
sence of the ill Dani Carvajal while Mar-
celo was preferred to Ferland Mendy on 
the opposite side.

Gareth Bale was left out of the start-
ing line-up for a fourth match running.

Betis were the better side in the first 
half and might have taken the lead ear-
lier had Marc Bartra not headed over 
from four yards or Thibaut Courtois not 
reacted quickly to push away Nabil Fekir’s 
thundering shot.

But five minutes before half-time 
they finally broke through, aided by 
Ramos, who tried to dribble the ball out 
after Fekir’s shot was blocked only for 
a heavy touch to allow the forward to 
retrieve.
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